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 In the March meeting there 
were several questions by members 
asking  how to solve some of the 
problems they were having. There 
was a question about installing 
Windows Media Player in Vista 
Basic. Bernie gave a review of 
some of the changes that are ex-

pected with the upcoming Update 
1 to Windows 8.1.   For the pro-
gram Bernie used  a Power Point 
presentation and went through the 
steps of “How to Share an Entire 
Hard Drive, or File Folder, on a 
Network”.   

 There will be a program for the 
April meeting given by Bernie 
Conradi. He is always open to 
questions and if he needs help get-
ting the answer there are several 
other club members that are always 
willing to help out if they can. 

If you are having a computer prob-
lem you can send Bernie an email 
before the meeting in case he needs 
to do a little research on it. 
We hope you will join us  and in-
vite a friend . Everyone is welcome. 

March Meeting 

April Program 

 
Thanks to Bernie Conradi for 
conducting the meetings and 
answering questions. 

Bernie Conradi 
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~Thank You~ 
   We want to express our gratitude to:  

Caddo-Bossier Windows Users Group March Meeting  

President’s Page 

  Open from the lock screen 

~A QUICK TIP~ 

Windows 8 opens on its lock 
screen, which looks pretty but 
unfortunately displays no clues 
about what to do next. 
 It's all very straightforward, 
though. Just tap the space bar, 

The meeting was started by welcoming Charles Byrd back from his short 
stay in the hospital.  Welcome back Charlie.  We then had the usual an-
nouncements about keeping your Windows and antivirus up to date. 
Glenda briefed us on the updated newsletter web page.  We review the re-
cent Windows updates on the second Tuesday of the month. All were re-
minded that this last Tuesday was the last automatic update for Windows 
XP. We then looked at a ZDNet web page, which told us about the upcom-
ing Update 1 to Windows 8.1.  We reviewed some of the changes that are 
expected. In the question and answer session this month, there was a ques-
tion about installing Windows Media Player in Vista Basic.  It was sug-
gested that they download the Media Player from Microsoft and try to in-
stall it.  It was also suggested that he try VLC media player as an alterna-
tive.  We then showed how to increase the font size of Internet Explorer.  
Next, was a question regarding networking a single printer on two com-
puters?  We then demonstrated the 8GadgetPack.  This allows you to have 
the same gadgets in Windows 8.1 desktop they were in Windows 7.  The 
program for this evening was a Power Point presentation on “How to Share 
an Entire Hard Drive or File Folder on a Network”.  The door prize win-
ners this month were Carole White selecting a Microsoft wireless mouse 
and Carolyn Franklin selecting the monitor wipes.  Congratulations to our 
winners. 
If you think you might like to write a newsletter article that the rest of the 
group would be interested in please check with Glenda Conradi to find out 
what the newspaper article guidelines and space requirements are.  
glenda@conradi.com   
 
Bernie Conradi, President Caddo-Bossier Windows Users Group.  

spin the mouse wheel or swipe 
upwards on a touch screen to re-
veal a regular login screen with 
the user name you created during 
installation. Enter your password 
to begin. 
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 Door Prize Winners for March 2014 Meeting 

GETTING STARTED TIPS   

Do You Have A Computer Virus? 

Carol White & Carolyn Franklin 

 

 

 When I first joined WAUC in 1995, 
I noticed that some members would 
always come prepared to meetings and 
events with some 3.5” floppy disks. 
These disks were very useful for pass-
ing along or receiving files of photos, 
documents, and even programs. The 
3.5” disk had a larger capacity than the 
previous 5.25” disks but wasn't much 
more reliable. I remember having a lot 
of problems getting these disks to be 
recognized in disk drives. Still, when 
they worked, they worked very well. 
They were relatively portable and 
handy to have along anytime one was 
out and about. 
 Of course, for portable storage, 
floppy disks have long been replaced 
by USB flash drives. When these were 
first available, they were incredibly 
expensive and by today's standards 
their memory capacity was very small.  
 I am now embarrassed to reveal 
how much I paid for my first USB 
flash drive (which I still have some-
where). It was a lot. But as I think back 
on it, I carried it around and used it for 
a long time and it's one of the things I 
can say I really got my money's worth 
for. All the other much smaller and 
slower items of computer equipment at 
that time cost a lot more also. 
 Today, USB flash drives are much 
more affordable and come with unbe-
lievable memory capacities. If you 
don't have one, this is a good time to 
pick one up. I have found that for 
something to carry around, the most 
affordable ones with the smallest mem-
ory sizes are the best. For most pur-
poses, one doesn't need that much 
memory and if one should lose a flash 
drive, something almost inevitable 
with something so small, one hasn't 
lost that much value.  
 If you get a chance, pick up an ex-
tra one to have as a backup in case you 
lose the one you already have. And as 
another precaution, transfer the files on 
your flash drive to your regular com-
puter as often as possible.  
 There is now an even smaller and 
handier form of portable storage avail-
able, the SD memory card. These were 
first used as portable memory for digi-
tal cameras. To transfer photo files to a 
computer one had to connect the cam-
era or an external card reader to one's 

You may have a computer virus if: 

Your computer shuts down by itself. 
 
1. Sites keep opening realy fast by 
it self 

2. You keep getting annoying mes-
sages 

3. Your computer gets really slow 

4. If you have a anti virus dececter 
it might find one 

5. YOU SHOULD KEEP AN 
ANTIVIRUS DECTETOR on your 
computer. 

6. Your computer keeps restarting 
it self 

If you open a website and it closes 
by itself 

Portable Digital Storage 
By Richard Durand, President, Wisconsin All Computer Users Club  

December 2013 issue, WAUC Talk www.wauc.info rgdurand (at) yahoo.com 

computer. For some time now, com-
puters, laptops, the new tablet and e-
reader products sometimes come with 
a built-in slot for SD memory cards. 
If yours has an SD card slot, go 
ahead and take advantage of it and if 
not, look for this feature in your fu-
ture computers and devices. An SD 
memory card can hold all the differ-
ent files a USB flash drive can in-
cluding documents and music files, 
not just photo files. It is even smaller 
and easier to carry than a USB flash 
drive and also easier to lose. One 
might want to carry it in one of those 
little plastic cases they sometimes 
come in. The same advice for USB 
flash drives applies to SD memory 
cards also. To be prepared for any-
thing, you can have one of each on 
you. 
 USB flash drives and SD memory 
cards are so small, portable, and use-
ful that you may find yourself with a 
lot more than you ever expected to 
have. I'm sure a lot of members have 
been using these items as portable 
storage for a long time already.  
This column is just a way of saying 
how practical we are.  

At the April meeting Carole White won a Microsoft Wireless mouse  
and Carolyn Franklin won anti-static monitor wipes. All Caddo-Bossier Win-
dows User Group club members, in attendance and current with their dues are 
eligible to win door prizes at the monthly meetings.  



                                       THE WINDOW                                                 April 2014                           Page 4  

 
Utilities & Tools  
http://www.nirsoft.net/utils/index.html# 
password_utils 
(Password Recovery Utilities 
Network Monitoring Tools 
Web Browser Tools 
Video/Audio Related Utilities 
Internet Related Utilities 
Desktop Utilities 
Outlook/Office Utilities 
Programmer Tools 
Disk Utilities 
System Utilities) 
 
How To Clean Stuff 
http://www.howtocleanstuff.net/ 
(This site is comprised of pages and 
pages of tips and instructions on how to 
remove stains or clean just about any-
thing you can think of. It provides step 
by step instructions and  lists all the 
things you might need to help remove 
the stain or clean the item) 
 
Zero Dollar Movies  
http://zerodollarmovies.com/ 
(Zero Dollar Movies is a collection of 
15,000 movies that are available on 
YouTube for free. The site indexes only 
full-length films and no trailers, rentals 
or partial uploads. The movies are or-
ganized by their year of release but you 
can also use the instant search  feature 
to quickly know if a particular title is 
available for viewing on YouTube.) 

~Web Sites~  

 What is the CLOUD? And Why Is 
Everything Going There? 
 
And if I send my pictures and stuff 
there, will all that data eventually fall 
out on my head?  No need to worry, 
people. There is nothing in the sky 
floating over our head loaded with 
gazillions pieces of information. 
 
The Cloud is really just a cute name 
that was made up for the internet; in 
other words a network of servers. If 
you've ever checked your email, 
you've used the 'Cloud'. (Your emails 
are stored on a server somewhere, 
which is then of course connected to 
the internet). YouTube, Gmail, Ya-
hoo email, Dropbox, Facebook, Ever-
note, Mozy and scads of other things 
operate in the cloud; which means 
they are part of the internet and store 
stuff for you or allow you to use an 
application on line. 
 
When you use the Cloud, your com-
puter communicates with a network 
of servers.  Some of these servers are 
specialized to provide storage while 
others run applications. 
 

 
 
This is one of the real innovations 
about the Cloud, putting  your soft-
ware online and 'borrowing' it, in-
stead of purchasing it and actually 
installing it your computer. Google 
Docs is a fine example of this. I have 
many documents, power point pres-
entations and videos floating around 
somewhere in the Cloud that are 

 

Note: Caddo-Bossier Windows User Group does not indorse any 
Web sites listed in this column, or elsewhere in this newsletter. 

                     What is the CLOUD? / What is a Cookie? 
by Phil Chenevert, member and instructor for Computer Lab Workshops 

Cajun Clickers Computer Club, LA.  December 2013 issue, Cajun Clickers Computer News  
www.clickers.org  ccnewsletter (at) cox.net www.wauc.inforgdurand (at) yahoo.com 

 

available to me from any computer 
anywhere and I can share them with 
anyone I choose by just giving them a 
web link. So the Cloud is just a bunch 
of servers where things are stored. 
 
             What is a Cookie? 
 
It seems like everyone who tries to 
explain what a cookie is just has to 
make a joke out of it (because of the 
name), so I'm not even going to 
bother. In computer terminology, a 
cookie is data sent to your computer 
by a Web server that records your 
actions on a certain Web site. It's a lot 
like a preference file for a typical 
computer program. 
 
When you visit the site after being 
sent the cookie, the site will load cer-
tain pages according to the informa-
tion stored in the cookie. For example, 
some sites can remember information 
like your user name and password, so 
you don't have to re-enter it each time 
you visit the site. I like Amazon to 
remember me and my preferences and 
don't mind their cookies at all. 
 
Cookies are what allow you to have 
personalized web sites like "My Ex-
cite" or "My Yahoo," where you can 
customize what is displayed on the 
page. 
 
While cookies have many benefits, 
some people don't like to have their 
information recorded by Web sites 
that they visit. For this reason, most 
Web browsers have an option to ac-
cept or deny cookies. Personally, I 
like cookies -- I think they taste great 
too. 
  

                 

       DID YOU KNOW? 

You can easily change the size of  your 
start screen tiles in Windows 8.1.     
To change the size of a tile, right-click it 
on the Start screen. This adds a check 
mark to the tile and displays the Options 
bar at the bottom of the screen. Click 
Resize on the Options bar, then click the 
new size you want for this tile. That's all 
you have to do.  


