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Members at March Meeting

There were a lot of questions and
suggestions at the March meeting.
This is always a good way to share
knowledge and makes things interesting.
Bernie mentioned that Microsoft is

moving ahead with “Windows 365”,
and that means that in the future Windows may be sold by subscription.
Read more information about the
meeting in Bernie’s article on page 2.

April Program
We will have our question and answer session at the April meeting
to give everyone an opportunity to
ask questions about problems you
may be experiencing with your
computer, or the operation of it.
Bernie is always open to let people
share how they were able to solve
a problem with their computer

that may be helpful to others at the
meeting.
After announcements and questions Bernie will present a program
he has prepared, that hopefully will
give you some good information
and ideas that may make your
computing experiences easier and
more productive.

Bernie Conradi

Thanks to Bernie Conradi for
conducting the meetings, presenting a program and answering questions.

~Contents~
March Meeting ............................ 1
April Program ............................. 1
Club Information .......................... 2
Thank You ..................................... 2
Quick Tip ....................................... 2
President’s Page ............................ 2
Windows 8/8.1 Corner ................. 3
Getting Started Tips...................... 3
Door Prize Winners ...................... 3
Everything Google......................... 4
Did You Know? ............................. 4

THE WINDOW
THE WINDOW
Published by
Caddo-Bossier Windows User Group
Member of APCUG

Newsletter Editor
Glenda Conradi (glenda@conradi.com)
Posts Newsletter To Web
Jay Graff
(jay@jayGraff.com)
Submit articles for newsletter, in RTF or
Word file (doc) format, by last day of
month to glenda@conradi.com.
The opinions expressed in the articles in
this newsletter are not necessarily those
of the editors or publisher. Mention of
products by their trade name does not in
any way constitute endorsement by the
editor, publisher or organization.

April 2015

Page 2

~A QUICK TIP~
Save Location Favorites in File Explorer

If there are certain locations
you use a lot, you can choose
to place shortcuts for them in
the Favorites list in File Explorer. The Favorites list appears at the top of the navi-

gation pane. To place a
shortcut to a folder there, just
drag-and-drop that folder
from the main pane into the
Favorites list.

President’s Page

The Caddo-Bossier Windows User
Group a tax exempt, 501c4 non-profit
club established February 13, 1997
Membership Dues.
Full: $12.00 a year (Prorated monthly)
Spouse: $6.00 a year
Student: $6.00 a year.
Annual Board Meetings in November
Elections in December
Membership Renewals Due in January
C-B WUG’s Web Address
www.cbwug.com

Club Officers
President
Bernie Conradi
(Bernie@conradi.com)

Secretary
Glenda Conradi
(glenda@conradi.com)
Treasurer
J C Barnett
(jcbarnett875@suddenlink.net)
Board Member at Large
Bob Franklin (fxef@comcast.net)

~Thank You~
Podnuh’s Bar-B-Q 1146 Shr eveport-Barksdale Hwy for letting our
group hold
in a
private dining room in their restaurant.
BancorpSouth for providing us with
a checking account at no charge.

Caddo-Bossier Windows Users Group March Meeting
On this rainy evening, the attendance was light this month, but we
had a very good exchange of ideas, so we all learn a little something,
as we always do. The meeting started with the usual announcements
of Windows and antivirus updates and the Treasurers report. I talked
about the fact that Microsoft has trademarked the name “Windows
365”, so we can assume that at some point in time that Windows will
be sold by subscription. This is just a rumor at this time.
We also mentioned the loss of Leta Leshe and Glenn Price, who
were members of our group.
I told about the announcement that Google Earth Pro is now a free
download and showed the web site and the code required to get it.
Carole White had a question about the 8Gadget Pack and it was
suggested that she check the Start Up folder to see if it was listed
there. We had a number of items for the program this evening. We
started with a Power Point on How to Extend Your Wireless Connection Five Ways; then How to tell if you have Malware; next we covered How tell the difference between a SSD and a HDD if you are
buying a new computer; then we learned How to stop your flash drive
from “yelling” about fake problems every time you plug it in; and finally we covered the Window 8 Charms Bar and it’s hidden shortcuts.
I hope we all learned something from these subjects. The door
prize winners for this month were: Darryl Strange selecting a 16 gig
thumb drive and Carol Franklin selecting a CD case with 12 CDs.
Congratulations to our winners.
Bernie Conradi, President Caddo-Bossier Windows Users Group.
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Windows 8/8.1 Corner Advanced Functions – Power Menu
By Rosita Herrick, Yahoo Forum Moderator, Sarasota Technology User Group, FL http://thestug.org/ Rosita (at) thestug.org
This article is for users that are by now familiar with Windows
8/8.1 and are trying to use more advanced functions.
One of the options to manage your computer is the capability to
right click on the star t icon in the lower left cor ner of the
screen, and display the power menu.

System
Click on this link to find out details about your system like
amount of RAM, Windows edition, 32 or 64 bit based processor. Among others, you also have a link on this page to the
Device Manager.
Disk Management
This link loads the configuration of all the disks accessed by
your computer, how they are partitioned, capacity, etc. Here is
an example:

Disk 1 is a Toshiba USB 3 external hard drive.
Task Manager

As you can see, from here you can navigate to quite a few pages
that used to take 3 or more clicks (if you remembered how).
Here are details about some of the option to use to manage your
system.

You can still access the Task Manager by pressing
Ctrl+Alt+Delete. But clicking on the Power Menu link is easier and it starts the Task Manager immediately. The initial
display is of the programs and/or apps running. To see more
details, click on the More details link. To cancel any item that
possibly has stopped working and does not respond, click on
the End task box.

Door Prize Winners for March 2015 Meeting
GETTING STARTED TIPS
Software Compatible
With Windows 8.1
Lots of software is compatible with
Windows 8 and Windows 8.1. This is
especially true if the software is newer
or the newest version. However, older
versions or older products may not be
compatible. It all depends on what the
software is used for.
A quick way to check the compatibility
of software is with Windows Compatibility Center. (See “Web Sites” on page
4) Just type in the name of the software
you want to check on, and the compatibility center will let you know if it is
compatible.
This also works for hardware, downloads, and drivers.

Darryl Strange & Carolyn Franklin

At the March meeting Darryl Strange won a Lexar 16 GB Jumpdrive &
Carolyn Franklin won 12 CDs in a carrying case . All Caddo-Bossier Windows User Group club members, in attendance and current with their dues,
are eligible to win door prizes at the monthly meetings.
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BACK TO BASICS Everything Google
By Jim Cerny, 2nd Vice President, Sarasota TUG, FL—January 2015 issue
Sarasota Technology Monitor www.spcug.org jimcerny123 (at) gmail.com

Why consider Google at all? Google
never seems to sit still. They are constantly offering new free tools and actively improving the ones they already
provide. Using what Google has to offer
has many advantages, here are the
“pluses” in my book and I am sure there
are many more. You can find out more
about any of them by, well, “Googling”
them!
I started by converting my email to
Gmail. Gmail helped me forward my
old email to my new Gmail address and
copied over my contact list as well. But
the sweet thing was, now that I had a
Google account (your Gmail address is
your Google account) I now had access
to everything Google.
Google Drive (for mer ly Google
Docs) allows you to create, from
scratch, new spreadsheets, documents,
presentations and more, all for free and
saved on the Google Drive in the
“cloud”. Their tools are every bit as
good as Microsoft’s and easy to use.
When you create a file on Google Drive
it is available to you anywhere on any
computer via the internet. These files
are now also available to anyone else
(who also has a Google account) to access them if you give permission for
them to do so. It is an easy way to share
files and photos with others. You can
also give them permission to update or
change the files if you wish. And no one
has to purchase any software. If you (or
anyone) already has files (spreadsheets,
documents, presentations) in Excel or
Word or PowerPoint you can copy them
to your Google Drive and it will convert
them to the Google format. Likewise,
you can copy a file from Google Drive
and save it as a Microsoft file type.
Google Earth is r eally an amazing
and fun exploration tool. It is great just
to explore other cities, countries, or any
place on earth. There are many options
and ways to use this app, but I just cannot get over how it amazes me. When it
started the images taken from satellites

were wonderfully detailed and you
could zoom in and see even people
walking in the streets. But more recently Google Earth has improved to
include 3-D images showing the differences in elevation of mountains and
even individual buildings in cities.
When you learn to use the easy controls (mouse or fingers on touchscreens) you can “fly” over the earth
and zoom in on anything you want. If
you zoom in close enough, Google
Earth changes to “street view” which
gives you views as if you were standing on the street on that exact spot. If
you are an engineer-type, you will enjoy learning how they did all this.
YouTube is a place to find videos.
You will probably not find the latest
movies here but most anything else
you can. Enter the name of your favorite entertainer and you will find many
videos of them doing a show or their
spot as a guest on another TV program.
Want to learn how to do something? –
enter a question such as “How do I
replace a window?” and get hundreds
of videos showing you how to do it.
Now think about this for a moment –
you can ask YouTube “How do I create a group mail on Yahoo mail?” it
will provide you with videos showing
you how. It helps to be very specific
with the product or version of what
you want to learn more about. You can
also view things such as classes recorded at major universities, cooking
food, travel, movie trailers, old TV and
radio programs, and, well, there is just
no limit. Just think of YouTube as the
“Google search” for just videos.
How many products, applications,
and tools does Google have? I have no
idea. Probably several more than they
did a week ago. I think the key is to
want to explore and find out. Get into
the habit of “Asking Google” anything
and you will be amazed.
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~Web Sites~
Note: Caddo-Bossier Windows User Group does not indorse any
Web sites listed in this column, or elsewhere in this newsletter.

WebWorldCam
http://www.webworldcam.com/(webcams
cameras live streaming videos directories
from all over the World where webcams
are in use. Look at traffic in cities that
have webcams, animals in zoos, beaches,
mountains, land, lakes, rivers, parks and
much more.)
AOMEI
http://www.backup-utility.com/freebackup-software.html
(To rescue system failure or data loss,
backup is important and necessary. AOMEI free backup software provides basic
and advanced features to ensure the safety of your system and data. )
Hundred Zeros
http://hundredzeros.com/
(This is a link to the US & International
edition of Hundred Zeros. The website is
also available for Kindle users in UK,
Germany, India, Italy, France, Spain and
Canada. You can download and read
these ebooks on your computer, mobile
phone or tablet with the free Kindle
Reading apps. )
Senior Discounts
http://www.seniordiscounts.com/
coupons.aspx
(The largest directory of senior discounts. Over 250,000 local listings.Sign
up for: Discount Information Our Free
Newlsetter
Exclusive discounts for senior citizens
age 50 plus.)
Windows Compatibility Center
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/
windows/compatibility/CompatCenter/
Home
(What is compatible with Win 8 & 8.1)
DID YOU KNOW?

If you are still using your mouse to
open the Windows Explorer icon, or
if you are double-clicking on My
Computer to browse your files, there
is a faster way to do it. Try pressing
the Windows Logo+E instead, to
instantly launch Windows Explorer.

