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*MEETINGS*
Thursday July 8, 2010
Thursday Aug. 12, 2010
Podnuh’s Bar-B-Q
1146 Shreveport-Barksdale Hwy
Shreveport, Louisiana
Meetings 2nd Thursday of each month

7 p.m.
MARK YOUR CALENDAR

Bernie Conradi, Carolyn & Bob Franklin & Bob Salts

Bernie Conradi presented the
June program and the evening
started out with a lot of questions
and a lot of solutions were provided.
The program included an explanation of how, with Windows
7, you can use Windows Live obtain some of the programs that

use to automatically load in other
operating systems. Bernie covered 10 email scams which seem
to always be on the internet, and
told what to look for and how to
identify them. Then there was a
Power Point on the "Dos and
Don'ts" for logging into a web
site.

July Program
Please join us Thursday, July 8
for our Caddo-Bossier Windows
group meeting. Bernie Conradi
will be presenting the program

and will share some good
information with us. There will be
plenty of time to ask questions.
We hope to see you there.

Bernie Conradi

Thanks to Bernie Conradi for
presenting the June program
and answering questions.
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~A QUICK TIP~
What Is A PPS File?

Member of APCUG

Editor
Glenda Conradi (glenda@conradi.com)
Posts Newsletter To Web
Jay Graff
(jay@jayGraff.com)
Submit articles for newsletter, in RTF
file format, by last day of month to
glenda@conradi.com.
The opinions expressed in the articles in
this newsletter are not necessarily those
of the editors or publisher. Mention of
products by their trade name does not in
any way constitute endorsement by the
editor or publisher.

A PPS file is a Microsoft PowerPoint
presentation, or slideshow, which consists of a series of pictures and possibly
text. A PPS is conveniently packaged
into one file for easy viewing. If you
don't have MS PowerPoint on your

computer you can download a PowerPoint viewer, which will let you look at
PPS files, without having to purchase
t h e
s o f t w a r e !
Type PowerPoint Viewer 2007 into
Google to find the download.

President’s Page

The Caddo-Bossier Windows User
Group is a tax exempt, non-profit club.
Membership Dues.
Full: $12.00 a year
Spouse: $6.00 a year
Student: $6.00 a year.
C-B WUG’s Web Address
www.cbwug.com

Club Officers
President
Bernie Conradi
(bernie@conradi.com)
Vice-President Wayne Ebert
(wdebert@suddenlink.net)
Secretary
Glenda Conradi
(glenda@conradi.com)
Treasurer
Charlie Byrd
(cbyrd22@suddenlink.net)
Board Members at Large
Henrietta Corley
(henricorly@aol.com)

~Thank You~
We want to express our gratitude to:
Podnuh’s Bar-B-Q 1146 Shreveport-Barksdale Hwy for letting our
group hold our monthly meetings in a
private dining room in their restaurant.
BancorpSouth on Youree Drive for
providing us with a checking account
at no charge.

Caddo-Bossier Windows Users Group June Meeting
We shortened the meeting this evening because of what we thought would be a
storm moving in to the area.
We still had a rather informative meeting. Starting with questions from the floor
about a rather troublesome mouse, lost icons in Windows Mail, and the different
versions of Windows 7. We also had questions about which programs will work in
Windows 7 and which ones will not. The bigger question was about the drivers
necessary for your peripherals to work properly. It was suggested that if you are
considering upgrading to Windows 7 that you make a list of all your peripherals,
like your printer, scanner, web cam, etc, and then go to the web site of the maker of
the product and check to see if they have a driver for Windows 7. Be sure to check
to make sure that they have a driver for the 64 bit version if that is the version that
you going to use. Darryl Strange asked about using his current documents in the
new Windows 7, and it was stated that all documents will work just fine in the new
operating system. Larry Farley informed us of a very pleasant experience he had
when contacting HP Tech Support on line. The result was very favorable and he
was most happy. One of the things they suggested he do was to unplug the printer
and wait 60 seconds and then plug it in again. Sure enough, he was back in business using his printer again. The program started this evening with an explanation
of the programs that are available for download for Windows Live. These include
Windows Mail, Windows Photo Gallery, to name a couple. These programs are not
a part of Windows 7, but can be downloaded free of charge from the Microsoft web
site if you have a valid copy of Windows. We next covered 10 email scams which
are always circulating on the internet, and described what to look for and how to
identify them. Then we had a Power Point on the "Dos and Don'ts" for logging into
a web site. One of the most important things to remember is to be sure and spell the
name correctly and to be sure you get your email address correct with a period (dot)
instead of a comma in the email address. As stated this is a very common error.
The door prize winners for this month were Bob Franklin winning a Kodak Digital
camera with SD card and Wayne Ebert winning the Day Planner donated by Carole
White. Congratulations to our winners. As you know we are able to get these door
prizes through the donation of the empty ink cartridges by all our members. Thanks
to all who have participated.

Bernie Conradi, President Caddo-Bossier Windows Users Group
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How Times Change

GETTING STARTED TIPS

by Jay Graff

This may be dating myself, but
when I was a kid, I remember looking at the Dick Tracy comics. I was
never what you would call a big
fan, but one thing I thought was
really cool was his wristwatch
camera, where he could communicate via video with his comic buddies. While it was entertaining, it
certainly wasn’t that practical. I
classified that idea right along with
Buck Rogers sending a space ship
to the moon. I remember very
clearly my first reaction, which was
something in the order of “Yeah,
right, like THAT’s ever gonna happen.” Well, guess what? Most of
those far fetched ideas back then
have either come true or are much
more feasible these days. Even
some of the ones that were really
far out then are being viewed as a
possibility today. The thing I was
most intrigued about was that wrist
camera. Another idea that was (at
the time) equally far out was a
video telephone, where you could
converse via video to friends and
family. I guess the world of computers made that more of a reality
than we realized. Not too long ago,
I remember chatting with friends
on the computer. It seems like
longer than it really was, but in our
world, things move at warp speed.
At first we used strictly IM which
had text only. But back then it was
pretty innovative. We were happy
with what we had. I think the first
one I remember that even mentioned videos was AIM, but it
never seemed to work. There was
another chat program, Trillian that
allowed multiple chat clients. That
showed promise for awhile, but
was never able to live up to advances in technology. The next
player and one that we used for
awhile, was Windows Messenger,
but that was prone to a lot of breakdowns and not as reliable as we
would have liked. Still, by this time
we were chatting with video. It’s
strange that even with the advances
they made, we still complained.
Finally, things evolved to what we
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are using today. That is Skype. I
believe that is as far as we have
come, although it would be foolhardy to assume that is as far as it
will get. Skype still has its minor
quirks , such as connection issues
and version incompatibilities. The
latter makes it difficult for three or
more users to have a video conference if all are not using the same
version. They may have corrected
that with one of the later updates,
but since it doesn’t really affect me,
I don’t let it concern me too much.
Recently I saw on the news where
the police are using headset with a
small video camera. That headset is
attached to a receiver on their belts.
Supposedly, this allows them to
keep a video record of every call
they go on. I don’t know if we will
ever see the wrist phone, but the
way technology is advancing, I
would not be too surprised to see
one soon. Yes, times have sure
changed. I guess it is true what they
always say that the future is now, (or
at least tomorrow.)

Increase Speed of Your Mouse
If you feel your mouse is a
little sluggish you can increase the
speed of your mouse, just follow
the directions below.
1.) Go to Start, Control Panel and
click the Mouse icon.
Now, keep in mind that if you're
using the Classic view of the Control Panel, you can click on the
Mouse icon right away, but if
you're in the category view, you'll
need to click on speed of your
m
o
u
s
e
.
2.) Click on the Pointer Options
tab and you will see different areas
you can experiment with to change
the enhancement of your mouse.
The first one is for the Motion
speed and this is the one you'll
want to look at. Under that, an
option to "Enhance Pointer Precision" is shown. Uncheck that and
you will see right away how much
faster your mouse will go.

Door Prize Winners for June 2010 Meeting

Wayne Ebert and Bob Franklin
The June door prizes were won by Bob Franklin, a Kodak Easy Share Camera with memory card and Wayne Ebert, a Day Planner. All CaddoBossier Windows User Group club current members in attendance are eligible to win door prizes at the monthly meetings.
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Windows Explorer

By Wil Wakely, President, Seniors Computer Group, California
Bits & Bytes, June 2010 Issue
www.scg.org/
wilw@adnc.com
What a terrible name! Often confused with Internet Explorer, this file manipulator is one of the most useful and used programs on my computer. I
often talk with people who don’t know what this program is. They have
never used it, and I am curious as to how they can accomplish anything with
their computer without familiarity with this powerful
utility. Here’s what it does:
Windows, as with most operating systems, is based upon a file structure
where each program, picture, song or document is stored in a named file in
some memory device, e.g., a hard drive, CD, DVD or flash drive. Groups of
similar files are stored in named folders. Windows Explorer is a file manipulator allowing you to find, copy, move, save,
launch, and a variety of other operations on individual and groups of files.
A quick way to launch it is to right click on the Start button and select Explore from the sub-menu. A better way in XP is to place an Icon for Windows Explorer on your desktop. To do this, first locate the program: Start/
All programs/Accessories/Windows Explorer; then right click it and in the
drop-down menu select “Send to/desktop (create
shortcut)”.
I don’t like the Icon view; I prefer the Details view with no Icons and more
information. The Details view allows you to sort the filenames by alpha ascending (A to Z) by clicking on the Name in the gray title bar. Clicking
Name a second time will sort the file name alpha descending (Z to A). Sorting by Size, Type (file extension), or Date Modified is done the same way.
Under Tools/Folder Options/View tab, be sure to uncheck “Hide extensions
for known file types” and check “Show hidden files and folders.” Then click
the “Apply to all folders” button to set all views to the same settings. Windows 7 recognized the importance of this program and keeps it on the taskbar for easy launch. It is a yellow file folder Icon, third from the left Start
button.
An easier application of Windows Explorer is to bring up two copies, resized and located so you can see both side by side. Then you can easily
Move or Copy files between the two windows using d-d (drag and drop). By
default files d-d to the same drive are Moved; files d-d to different drives are
Copied. Holding down the left mouse button during the d-d allows you to
select either option. To add new folders or sub-folders use the menu File/
New/Folder command.
A good site to visit to learn many more features of Windows Explorer is:
http://www.toejumper.net/speed5/winex5.htm. Familiarize yourself with
this powerful program so you can control your computer, and not have your
computer control you!
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~Web Sites~
ZeuAPP
http://blog.zeusoft.net/zeuap
(Pick software that you want, start
download and install it. One click
downloads the application you want to install. ZeuAPP in its list contains 109 applications. All applications are freeware or
open source, and you are free to download
them.)
All Food Business.com
http://www.allfoodbusiness.com/
freezer_storage.php
(Food Safety - Storage Guide For Frozen
Foods. What you can and cannot freeze,
How long you can safely keep it frozen. )
Test Your Internet Speed
http://speedtest.net/
(Use Speedtest.net to test the speed of your
Internet connection. See if you are getting
what you pay for and share your results
with others.
Read Print
http://www.readprint.com/
(Free online books library for students,
teachers, and the classic enthusiast. Absolutely FREE online books. Thousands of
novels, poems, stories. Easy to read books
online)
C-Span Video
http://www.c-spanvideo.org/videoLibrary/
(C-Span Video Library provides current
news stories on line. You can choose from
three categories, most recent, most watched
and most shared news stories and see the
dates they were released )

DID YOU KNOW?
You can quickly get to your desktop while working in another program by clicking on the small,
transparent rectangle in the very
bottom right corner of the screen.
To go back to your program click
it again.

