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Joe Blasé Sharing Information With The Group 

Michael Phillips, with Network 
Services Louisiana, presented our  
May 12  program. Michael had 
everyone’s attention as he  showed 
us how to share media on a home 
network and demonstrated using a 
media extender. Michael came pre-
pared, as he always does, and he 
proceeded to show us all of the dif-
ferent equipment that is available 
to help you share media on your   
home network. He filled an entire 
table with the equipment he used 
for his demonstration, and hooked  

it up to a laptop computer  and 
other devices so we could see how 
it worked. He also showed us 
where to download software that is 
needed to make the connections. 
This was an excellent presentation 
and we appreciate  the time and 
effort Michael put into getting this 
program ready for us. If you 
missed this one Michael will be 
back in a few months with another 
program, so keep checking the 
newsletter to see when that will 
take place. 

 Our June program will be pre-
sented by Bernie Conradi with 
more good information on the 

Windows operating system. Your 
questions are welcome. Please join 
us and invite a friend. 

May Meeting 

June Program 

 

Thanks to Michael Phillips for 
presenting the May program 
and answering questions. 

Michael Phillips Presents May Program 
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~Thank You~ 
   We want to express our gratitude to:  

 I can’t say enough about our May program. Michael Phillips gave 
us another fantastic program.  This month it was about the Media 
Center Feature on your Windows 7 operating system. He brought all 
the equipment needed to set up a media extender that can be used 
with your TV, or stereo system.  He showed us how to set up the 
Media Center to show the media that you have on your computer, 
whether it is located on your computer hard drive or on an external 
hard drive. He then played a movie on the computer and it was 
shown on the screen through the projector. This means that you can 
have all the media on your computer and using the media extender, 
show the media anywhere in your house in a TV or stereo that you 
have a media extender attached. This can be done with a network 
cable or can be done wireless.  He stated that wireless was just as 
good as wired and can be done without running the network cables 
all over the house. He also stated that the Play Station and Xbox 
have a media extender built in.  So if you have one of those game 
consoles, you are ready to go.  Just set up the Media Center with all 
the media that you have on your computer and watch it on the TV.  
Michael has agreed to come back in the future to talk about net-
working various operating systems, so they can talk to each other. 
The door prizes for the month were an APC Battery Backup won by 
Francis Edwards and a 10 pack of CDs with cases won by Fred Ko-
cher.  Congratulations to the winners. 
Look forward to seeing you next month on June 9, 2011. 
 
Bernie Conradi, President Caddo-Bossier Windows Users Group.         

Caddo-Bossier Windows Users Group May Meeting  

President’s Page 

Check Hard Drive Space 

With Windows XP, Vista and Windows 
7, you can check your hard drives to see 
how much space you have left on them. 
Click My Computer in XP or 
Start>Computer in Vista and Windows 7. 
Right-click on the drive that you’d like to 
check and select “properties”. A window 
will pop up with a pie-chart that details 
how much space you have left to work 
with as well as how much space you 

have used. 
You may also check the hard drive space 
by opening Windows Explorer and right 
clicking on the drive you would like to 
check.  You may right click on a folder 
in a drive and select properties to see the 
location of the folder, how many bytes 
are in it, how many files and sub folders 
are in it, when it was created and its at-
tributes. 

~A QUICK TIP~ 



                   

 

The May door prizes were won by Francis Edwards, an APC Battery 
Backup & Fred Kocher a 10 pack of CDs with cases.  All Caddo-Bossier 
Windows User Group club current members, in attendance, are eligible to 
win door prizes at the monthly meetings.   

 Door Prize Winners for May 2011 Meeting 

GETTING STARTED TIPS  
by Wayne 

Windows 8 Next 
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Windows 8 may be next but I 
really can not find a need to 
change to a new operating sys-
tem.  I was doing fine with XP, 
still am with one of my desktop 
computers.  I did obtain a laptop 
with Vista which I simply did 
not like.  When Windows 7 ar-
rived I thought it would be an 
improvedment over Vista so I 
upgraded the desktop from XP 
to Windows 7.  It took me a 
while to familarize myself with 
most of the changes, but did not 
lose my confidence in XP.  
When I started seeing articles on 
Windows 8. I was surprised that 
the articles were being pub-
lished when the release date for 
Window 8 is 2013.   
 
When you open Windows 8 the 
screen is like that of Microsoft's 
smartphone, Phone 7's operating 
system.  This is one of many of 
Microsoft's products and ser-
vices being included in Win-
dows 8.  You will notice an in-
crease in performance speed by 
the 128-bit architecture and the 
replacement of the x86 platform 
with the ARM microchip archi-
tecture--the same as that which 
powers most of the smartphones 
and tablets.  This may indicate 
that Microsoft is getting serious 
about a Windows 8 powered 
tablet.  The context-aware Rib-
bon will replace the drop-down 
menus and toolbar in the Ex-
plorer windows and make more 
features visible. The big buttons 
on the Ribbon would fit on a 
touch-screen tablet.  There are 
two plafceholder buttons, Sync--
which syncs program-settings 

Fred Kocher & Francis Edwards 

across PCs and enables offline 
connectivity and Web Sharing that 
is a storage and sharing feature 
with 25GB for free.  This works 
like Dropbox which is a free ser-
vice that lets you bring your pho-
tos, docuents, and videos from 
anywhere and share them.  Seems 
probable that facial recognition 
and proximity detection are to be 
used to start and unlock PCs.  For 
social gamers, melding the Xbox 
360 and Xbox Live to the internet 
is anticipated to allow interaction 
with online buddies, and play PC 
games.  These are just a few of the 
changes Windows 8 contains.  As 
additional news becomes available 
it will be presented to assist you to 
determine if you want to spend the 
funds to obtain a new operating 
system. 
 

There is an option in Windows 
Vista and Windows 7 to let you 
pin an item within a window  so 
it will be kept in the same place 
for easy access later.  Sort of like 
pinning something on a bulletin 
boad, it stays there until you take 
it down. Programs, applications, 
web sites, can all be pinned up in 
a menu and accessed when you 
are ready to use them, depending 
on the program. 

The Windows Vista and 7 Start 
Menus are divided into two sec-
tions. The top half of the menu is 
reserved for pinned items. If you 
use certain programs often you 
can keep them pinned; making 
them accessible at the click of a 
mouse at any time. 

“Pinned” 



 
 
DID YOU KNOW? 
 
If you  close a tab in your browser 
and you actually needed that last tab. 
Remember this handy key combina-
tion to reopen it.  
 
Just click Ctrl+Shift+T  and your last 
closed tab will open up! This works 
in Mozilla Firefox, Google Chrome 
and Internet Explorer.  

EraserDrop Portable 
http://portableapps.com/apps/utilities/
eraserdrop_portable 
(EraserDrop Portable is an easy-to-use 
secure data removal tool. It is a drop target 
(a floating icon on your desktop) that you 
can drop files onto to quickly erase them so 
they can not be recovered. EraserDrop does 
away with the standard Eraser Portable 
interface and is packaged as a portable app 
so you can easily delete files on the go.)  
 
FreeApps  
http://www.freenew.net/#none 
(The Easiest, Fastest and Safest Way for 
Freeware Downloads! Choose free apps 
you like best. Get FreeApps installer. All 
work will be automatically done in a few 
minutes) 

Free Password Recovery Software  
http://www.nucleustechnologies.com/Free-
Data-Recovery-Software.html 
(Free tools range includes Kernel recovery 
for Hotmail MSN password, Kernel for 
Password Unmask, Kernel Recovery for IE 
password and Kernel for Outlook Express 
password Recovery. These free tools help 
the user to recover passwords at the time of 
troubles. ) 
 
InvisibleHand  
http://www.getinvisiblehand.com/ 
(InvisibleHand gets you the lowest price on 
shopping & flights. Automatically. Invisi-
bleHand shows a discreet notification when 
there are lower prices available on the 
product or flight you're shopping for. It 
gives you a link directly to the lowest price.) 

                   

~Web Sites~ 
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Backup & Restore. These words are 
both magical & mysterious to most 
Windows 7 users. They are necessary 
but forgotten as well,. “So what,” I am 
often asked, “is the best, easiest & 
cheapest way to backup my Windows 7 
stuff?” One great answer I can provide 
is to use the built in “Backup and Re-
store” features in Windows 7. These 
tools are free and available in the Sys-
tem & Maintenance section of the Con-
trol Panel. A user is able to choose 
what files to backup and where they 
will be backed up, either to a hard drive 
or DVD media. It even allows for auto-
matic backups to be scheduled for those 
who have the available media but tend 
to forget about using it! 
Let’s discuss briefly how you can take 
advantage of this utility to make your 
own backups. First you’ll need to ac-
cess the Backup and Restore wizard. 
This can be done by clicking the Start 
button, clicking Control Panel, click-
ing System and Maintenance & then 
clicking Backup and Restore. This is 
where the magic begins & one can sim-
ply click on Set up backup to start the 
wizard for backing up your files or 
even entire system. Something to con-
sider before running a backup is that 
backup files should be saved to a dif-
ferent hard drive or media than the one 
your operating Windows system is run-
ning from. This allows the backup data 
to be safe from corruption or damage 
that may happen to the drive you are 
backing up in case of an emergency. 
So, how do you backup selected files 
instead of the entire system? Well, this 
is certainly possible and highly recom-
mended as it is a much more flexible 
way to save data without having all of 
the programs and Windows system 
overhead on the backup as well. First, 
connect your removable media that the 
backup will be saved to & then open 
the Backup and Restore utility as de-
scribed above.  Choose setup backup  
and select the location where you want  
 

 
  to save your backup to. A window 
with the viable backup locations will 
be up, so check to make sure your 
removable device is listed there and 
select it. Click Next  on the following 
window click the circle next to Let 
me choose to allow you to pick the 
specific libraries, files and folders 
you’d like to backup. If you get a 
message that the destination doesn’t 
have enough space to complete a full 
system backup, don’t worry we aren’t 
backing up the entire system anyway 
at this point. Click Next and a new 
window will appear with a list of 
your computer’s libraries and folders, 
each with a checkbox and or arrow to 
the left of it. To expand a folder or 
library (to get to a list of files or fold-
ers within it) simply left click on an 
arrow. To select a folder, library or 
file to be included in the backup, sim-
ply put a checkmark in the box to the 
left of it by left clicking one time in 
the square. Once you are satisfied 
with the selections you have made to 
backup click the Next button. A final 
window will appear with a review of 
the selections you’ve previously 
made for the backup. At the bottom 
of the window will be an option to 
Save settings and run backup, this 
will immediately start the back up 
process to the selected storage de-
vice. Additionally this window has a 
Schedule dialogue which tells you 
whether the current backup is follow-
ing a set schedule or is an on demand 
backup. Setting a backup schedule 
with the current settings is as easy as 
clicking the Change schedule link 
and customizing how often it is to be 
run. I highly recommend using this 
feature and having your Windows 7 
take all the worry out of whether or 
not your files are protected, even 
when you don’t back them up on 
your own If you’d like to view a 
video demonstrating Backup and re-
store, please visit Microsoft’s Help & 
How-to site. 

Backup & Restore 
By Richard Conradi 


