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*MEETINGS*

By Glenda Conradi

Thursday March 13, 2014
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Podnuh’s Bar-B-Q
1146 Shreveport-Barksdale Hwy
Shreveport, Louisiana
Meetings 2nd Thursday of each month

7 p.m.
MARK YOUR CALENDAR

February C-B WUG Meeting

The February 13th Caddo-Bossier
Windows User Group meeting was
rather special, it was the seventeenth
anniversary of our computer club. It
started in the era of Windows 95, dial
up modems, zip drives and 3 1/2 “
floppy disks. Technology has come a
long way since then, and we have all

learned and benefitted over the years
through our computer club meetings,
and the knowledge shared by our
members and club leaders. A big
thank you to everyone who has been a
part of this never ending learning
process, and to all our members and
their support of the club.

March Program
Bernie Conradi has a program
prepared for the March meeting
that will include information, and
tips, that can help us use our computers more effectively and hopefully avoid problems. There will be

time for questions from the group
about problems they may be having
with their computers and also an
opportunity for people to share how
they solved a problem.
Please come, visitors are welcome.

Bernie Conradi

Thanks to Bernie Conradi for
conducting the meetings and
answering questions.
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~A QUICK TIP~
To Move or Resize a Tile on Your Start Screen

Member of APCUG

Newsletter Editor
Glenda Conradi (glenda@conradi.com)
Posts Newsletter To Web
Jay Graff
(jay@jayGraff.com)
Submit articles for newsletter, in RTF or
Word file format, by last day of month
to glenda@conradi.com.
The opinions expressed in the articles in
this newsletter are not necessarily those
of the editors or publisher. Mention of
products by their trade name does not in
any way constitute endorsement by the
editor or publisher.

To Move a Tile

On the Start screen, press and
hold the tile you want to move.
(If you’re using a mouse, click
and hold the tile).
Drag the tile to where you want
to place it.

To Resize a Tile

On the Start screen, press and
hold the tile you want to resize. (If you’re using a mouse,
right-click the tile.)
Tap or click Resize.
Choose the size you want.

President’s Page

The Caddo-Bossier Windows User
Group is a tax exempt, non-profit club.
Membership Dues.
Full: $12.00 a year
Spouse: $6.00 a year
Student: $6.00 a year.
C-B WUG’s Web Address
www.cbwug.com

Caddo-Bossier Windows Users Group February Meeting

We want to express our gratitude to:

The meeting this evening was a milestone as this Group was started on
February 13, 1997. So this was our 17th anniversary. Congratulations to
the Group for some good computer times.
Glenda’s one announcement this month was that Charlie Byrd had a stroke
at the end of January and just came home from the hospital today. The
newsletter was not on the internet yet as we are having trouble uploading
it. We hope to work that out in the next day or two. He is doing well and
should be back with us very soon. The meeting this month turned out to be
a real computer discussion session. We all learn from each other and this
type of discussion helps the process a great deal. Jerry Jones started by
telling us of his problem with his monitor or computer, he is not sure what
it is as yet but hopes to find out soon. Next, we talked about the new Surface Pro which runs Windows 8.1. Glenda demonstrated is new machine
and answered a number of questions. One question was how to zoom in on
a screen in Microsoft Word. There were other questions about how fast it
boots up and shuts down and about the size of the screen. The door prize
winners for this month were: Carolyn Franklin selecting an 8 gig thumb
drive and J. C. Barnett selecting the stereo headphones. Congratulations to
our winners.

Podnuh’s Bar-B-Q 1146 Shreveport-Barksdale Hwy for letting our
group hold our monthly meetings in a
private dining room in their restaurant.

If you think you might like to write a newsletter article that the rest of the
group would be interested in please check with Glenda Conradi to find out
what the newspaper article guidelines and space requirements are.
glenda@conradi.com

BancorpSouth for providing us with
a checking account at no charge.

Bernie Conradi, President Caddo-Bossier Windows Users Group.

Club Officers
President
Bernie Conradi
(bernie@conradi.com)
Vice-President Fred Kocher
(fred3861p@att.net)
Secretary
Glenda Conradi
(glenda@conradi.com)
Treasurer
Charlie Byrd
(cbyrd22@suddenlink.net)
Board Member at Large
Bob Franklin (fxef@comcast.net)

~Thank You~
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Cloud Storage - Are You Concerned?
By Bill Armstrong, Treasurer, Lehigh Valley Computer Group, PA
November 2013 issue, The LVCG Journal
https://sites.google.com/site/lvcgsite/
Bill (at) yahoo.com
There has been discussion at our Lehigh Valley Computer Group meetings about cloud storage. Concerns
include not being able to retrieve your
data without an internet connection,
and the safety of your sensitive data.
Who is looking at it? Is it encrypted?
Can the government get at it and see
all your data? Can the company hosting the data read it?
These are legitimate concerns, especially since the recent revelation about
the NSA spying on our domestic
phone calls, emails, and cloud stored
data.
In today's Morning Call, I found an ad
for Best Buy. It offers a solution to
this concern that is very practical.
Western Digital offers their My Book
Live Personal Cloud Storage external
hard drive (HD). This unit attaches to
your wireless router. That makes it
available to every connected device
that you own, both in your house, and
when away from it (via the internet).
That means your smart phone, tablet,
and laptop, whatever. There are apps
for both Android and iOS. You can
store movies, photos, and all kinds of
data, and access them anywhere you
have an internet connection. It also
makes a good place to share files with
other family members, no matter
where they are located. Public and
Private shared accounts can be created.

offers the Western Digital 2 terabyte (TB) version for about $130,
and the 3 TB version for about
$150. The included software makes
backup of your computer very easy.
Online backup services, such as
Carbonite and iDrive cost about
$60 per year. This unit would pay
for itself quickly, and offer the
added privacy of local storage.
One drawback that I can see is that
if my house should burn down, or
thieves should steal the HD, your
data is gone. Cloud storage is safer
in that respect. Any very safe storage system should include off-site
storage in some manner. It could be
as simple as burning DVDs and
storing them in another location.
So, to summarize, it is an interesting solution with many positives,
but not a perfect one.
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GETTING STARTED TIPS

Pinning Apps to Your Start Screen

In Windows 8 you can find all your
apps, including desktop programs
like Word and Excel, in the Apps
view. To get to the Apps view, slide
up from the middle of the Start
screen with your finger, or click the
arrow near the lower-left corner of
the Start screen. You can also pin
Apps following steps below.
Step 1
Slide up from the middle of screen
to get to the Apps view. (If you’re
using a mouse, click the arrow near
the lower-left corner of the screen.
Step 2
Press and hold or right-click the app
you want to pin to Start. You can
select more than one app and pin
them all at once.
Step 3
Tap or click Pin to Start. The apps
you pinned will appear at the end of
your Start screen.

Door Prize Winners for February 2014 Meeting

Because the data resides on your personal hard drive in your home, the
worries about others (government,
hackers, etc.) getting that data is
greatly reduced, if not eliminated.
Your data is safely stored behind your
user ID and password (as well as your
router's security), which is as safe as
you choose to make it (long, complex
passwords are recommended).

At the February meeting Carolyn Franklin won an 8 GB Flash Drive,
and JC Barnett won a set of stereo head phones. All Caddo-Bossier

The cost is not excessive. Best Buy

Windows User Group club members, in attendance, current with their dues
are eligible to win door prizes at the monthly meetings.

Carolyn Franklin and JC Barnett
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Portable Digital Storage

~Web Sites~

By Richard Durand, President, Wisconsin All Computer Users Club
December 2013 issue, WAUC Talk www.wauc.info rgdurand (at) yahoo.com

Note: Caddo-Bossier Windows User Group does not indorse any
Web sites listed in this column, or elsewhere in this newsletter.

When I first joined WAUC in 1995,
I noticed that some members would
always come prepared to meetings
and events with some 3.5” floppy
disks. These disks were very useful
for passing along or receiving files
of photos, documents, and even
programs. The 3.5” disk had a larger capacity than the previous 5.25”
disks but wasn't much more reliable. I remember having a lot of
problems getting these disks to be
recognized in
disk drives. Still, when they
worked, they worked very well.
They were relatively portable and
handy to have along anytime one
was out and about.
Of course, for portable storage,
floppy disks have long been replaced by USB flash drives. When
these were first available, they were
incredibly expensive and by today's
standards their memory capacity
was very small.
I am now embarrassed to reveal
how much I paid for my first USB
flash drive (which I still have somewhere). It was a lot. But as I think
back on it, I carried it around and
used it for a long time and it's one
of the things I can say I really got
my money's worth for. All the other
much smaller and slower items of
computer equipment at that time
cost a lot more also.
Today, USB flash drives are much
more affordable and come with unbelievable memory capacities. If
you don't have one, this is a good
time to pick one up. I have found
that for something to carry around,
the most affordable ones with the
smallest memory sizes are the best.
For most purposes, one doesn't need
that much memory and if one
should lose a flash drive, something
almost inevitable with something so
small, one hasn't lost that much
value.

If you get a chance, pick up an extra
one to have as a backup in case you
lose the one you already have. And
as another precaution, transfer the
files on your flash drive to your
regular computer as often as possible.
There is now an even smaller and
handier form of portable storage
available, the SD
memory card. These were first used
as portable memory for digital cameras. To transfer photo files to a
computer one had to connect the
camera or an external card reader to
one's computer. For some time now,
computers, laptops, the new tablet
and e-reader products sometimes
come with a built-in slot for SD
memory cards. If yours has an SD
card slot, go ahead and take advantage of it and if not, look for this
feature in your future computers and
devices. An SD memory card can
hold all the different files a USB
flash drive can including documents
and music files, not just photo files.
It is even smaller and easier to carry
than a USB flash drive and also
easier to lose. One might want to
carry it in one of those little plastic
cases they
sometimes come in. The same advice for USB flash drives applies to
SD memory
cards also. To be prepared for anything, you can have one of each on
you.
USB flash drives and SD memory
cards are so small, portable, and
useful that you
may find yourself with a lot more
than you ever expected to have. I'm
sure a lot of
members have been using these
items as portable storage for a long
time already.
This column is just a way of saying
how practical we are.

Freeware Utilities for Windows
http://www.nirsoft.net/utils/index.
html#password_utils
(All the utilities and tools in this Web site
are compressed in a ZIP file. There are
Password Recovery Utilities. Network
Monitoring Tools, Web Browser Tools
Video/Audio Related Utilities, Internet Related Utilities, Desktop Utilities
Outlook/Office Utilities, Programmer Tools
Disk Utilities, System Utilities, Other Utilities )
Sight Map
http://www.sightsmap.com/
(Map with hot spots. Hotness of a spot indicates the number of photos taken there.
Click on hot spots to explore the place.
Zoom deeper to see more: down to street
level. Markers show the hottest places on
the map: lighter markers are hotter. Hover
on a marker to see the details.)
AARP Technology Education Center
http://www.aarp.org/home-family/personaltechnology/tek/?cmp=RDRCTAARPTEK_FRB13_014&sf23186884=1
(The AARP Technology Education Center
Has a lot of information available, including short instructional videos. The Tablet
Education Center provides how-to videos
ranging from turning on your device to
accessing Wi-Fi. The social Media Education Center helps you connect on social
platforms such as Facebook, Twitter,
Google. Plus there are videos on Staying
Connected, Online Safety, Buyer's Guide &
Digital Entertainment.

DID YOU KNOW?
You can use the quick access menu by
right clicking in the bottom left corner (or
hold down the Windows key & press X)
for a text-based menu that provides easy
access to lots of useful applets and features: Device Manager, Control Panel,
Explorer, the Search dialog and more.
Download the Win+X Menu Editor and
you'll be able to further customize the list
with programs of your own.

