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February Meeting 
 

Please ioin us for the March 8 

Caddo-Bossier Windows User 

Group meeting. It is hard to be-

lieve that our club just celebrated 

our 21st year on February 13. We 

were established on February 13, 

1997. Our first meetings were 

held at Bill Marshall Tax Services 

and then moved to Podnuh’s Bar-

B-Q, also on Shreveport-

Barksdale Hwy. where we still 

meet. Many  thanks to those who 

have supported us, and to our 

many members over the years. 

February Group 

 

HAPPY  
ST. PATRICKS DAY! 



 

   

                   
 THE WINDOW                                            March 2018                         Page 2 

THE WINDOW 
 

Published by  
Caddo-Bossier Windows User Group 

Member of APCUG 
 

Newsletter Editor 
Glenda Conradi  (glenda@conradi.com) 
 
           Posts Newsletter To Web 
Jay Graff           (graff69@bellsouth.net) 
 
Submit articles for newsletter, in RTF or 
Word file (doc) format, by last day of 
month to glenda@conradi.com. 
 
The opinions expressed in the articles in 
this newsletter are not necessarily those 
of the editors or publisher. Mention of 
products by their trade name does not in 
any way constitute endorsement by the 
editor, publisher or organization. 
 
The Caddo-Bossier Windows  User 
Group a tax exempt, 501c4 non-profit 
club established February 13, 1997 
 
Membership Dues. 
Full: $12.00 a year (Prorated monthly) 
Spouse: $6.00 a year 
Student: $6.00 a year.  
 
Annual Board Meetings in November 
Elections in December 
Membership Renewals Due in January 

Podnuh’s Bar-B-Q 1146 Shreve-
port-Barksdale Hwy for letting our 
group hold our monthly meetings in a 
private dining room in  their restau-
rant. 
 
BancorpSouth for providing us with 
a checking account at no charge. 

C-B WUG’s Web Address 

www.cbwug.com 

~Thank You~ 
   We want to express our gratitude to:  

Club Officers 
President            Bernie Conradi  
 (Bernie@conradi.com) 
 
Vice-President      Fred Kocher 
              (fred3861p@att.net) 
 
Secretary               Glenda Conradi 
 (glenda@conradi.com) 
 
Treasurer                J C Barnett 
(jcbarnett875@suddenlink.net) 

   
 

Board Member at Large 
Bob Franklin (fxef@comcast.net) 

Microsoft would like you, and your per-
sonal assistant Cortana, to use Bing as 
your default search engine and  
not Google, etc. You can force Cortana to 
use a different search engine, but first you 
have to change your  
default web browser.  

If Firefox is your default browser in Win-
dows 10, Cortana should be using Google 
Search. If Chrome is your  
default browser, you have to install the 
Chrometana extension and change the 
default; otherwise, Cortana will  

be stubborn and keep using Bing.  

 The meeting started with a rather lengthy list of all the Windows up-

dates during the month of January.  I reminded all to be sure to get all 

these updates.  Some are very important to keeping your computer safe 

from outside intrusions.  One being an update to Flash Player and an-

other to correct the problem created by a previous update, that makes 

your computer restart.  We had questions about how to get the computer 

to recognize a USB drive and how to check the speed of your Internet 

connection.  I recommend that you check the speed of your downloads 

and make sure you are getting the speed you are paying for.  I started 

the program with a presentation called, “The five best ways to get a vi-

rus”.  This was a funny way to remind us of the importance of being 

careful when on the Internet.  Next, we reviewed the Storage Sense op-

tion in Windows 10 and how to use it.  We then looked at some tips and 

tweaks about how to use various functions in Windows 10. Some of 

these were: how to use the Dynamic Lock; how to organize tiles in the 

Start Menu in clusters; how to turn on Night Light; how to use the Cal-

endar; how to use the Troubleshoot tool; how to use the Activation 

Troubleshooter and the Virtual Desktop feature. 

The door prize winners for this month were:  Bob Pierce selecting a 

ream of paper and J C Barnett selecting a wireless mouse.  Congratula-

tions to the winners!  

The next meeting will be March 8, 2018.  Look forward to seeing you 

there. 

I would like to ask you if anyone has something you would like to hear 

about just send me an email and I will try to research the item, so I can 

present it at a later meeting.  I am open to suggestions about what to 

present at future Windows meetings. 

Bernie Conradi, President Caddo-Bossier Windows Users Group 

President’s Page 

Caddo-Bossier Windows Users Group February Meeting  

Switch from Bing  

~A QUICK TIP~ 
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 By Kim Komando  
https://www.komando.com 

This USB Stick Kills PCs, Laptops, Cars and Phones 

 It's no secret that electronics are expensive. With 

new desktop and laptop computers costing between 

$500 - $1,600, and new smartphones costing hun-

dreds, each gadget you purchase is a huge invest-

ment. 

 That's why it goes without saying, you need to do 

everything possible to protect your devices. Some of 

the threats out there -  such as spyware, adware and 

ransomware - are hiding behind malicious links, fake 

apps and bad attachments. However, some of the 

dangers come in surprisingly inconspicuous packag-

ing. 

 Imagine finding a misplaced USB drive at a park, 

restaurant or any other public location. At first, you 

might think it's your lucky day - free storage! You 

might also become curious about the drive's previous 

owners. What's stored on the disk already? Maybe 

private documents, maybe private photos. 

 Regardless, collecting the lost drive is a tempting 

thought, and many in that situation would pick the 

drive up, connecting it later to their own devices. 

 Here's why that's a terrible idea, though. A com-

pany based in Hong Kong has built a "weaponized" 

USB stick. Yes, that's right, we said weaponized. 

The device is only about the size of the tip of your 

thumb, but it's powerful enough to fry any gadget. 

 

                         What To Look For 

A previous version of this "USB Kill Stick" has been 

found before, but this newer version is even more 

menacing. Once plugged in, the tiny gadget goes to 

work, rapidly charging its capacitors before discharg-

ing. The power behind this discharge is enough to 

ruin the circuits of whatever gadget its connected to, 

including tablets, laptops, desktop computers, smart-

phones, and even larger systems such as those found 

in cars and public kiosks. 

 According to the USB stick's creators, the device 

was not designed for harmful purposes, but rather to 

test the capacity of electronic circuitry. Unfortu-

nately, though, there's no way of predicting how 

those who purchase the drive will use it. 

 Currently, two versions of the drive have been 

found. One includes the manufacturer's details 

printed on it, and the other is an "anonymous" ver-

sion that looks like something you could easily pick 

up at Staples. 

  

 

 What are the odds of encountering this device 

while going about your everyday activities? It's tough 

to say. Since the cost of this USB Kill Stick only 

costs around $53, more people might be using it than 

you realize. That's why the best practice is to just ig-

nore any lost storage drives you find laying around, 

or to destroy them. But, whatever you do, don't use 

them! Doing so could leave you with a bricked, unus-

able device. 



How to Properly Restart a Router & Modem 
https://www.lifewire.com/how-to-

properly-restart-a-router-modem-

2624570?

utm_campaign=computersl&utm_mediu

m=email&utm_source=cn_nl&utm_conte

nt=12165486&utm_term= 
(Rebooting your network devices in the 

right order makes all the difference .Here's 
the small print, though: you have to restart 

your router and modem in the right order if 

you expect it to help! In fact, do it incor-

rectly, and you could lose connectivity com-

pletely, potentially a worse problem than 

you're dealing with right now. ) 

Whatever you do, don't say THIS to Siri! 

https://www.komando.com/happening-

now/394287/whatever-you-do-dont-say-

this-to-siri 
(Some pranksters are trying to trick iPhone 

users into saying certain phrases that will 

cause SIRI to call emergency services. It's 

making the rounds on social media right 

now Other numbers will trigger calls to 

emergency services as well. For example, 

911, 000, 110 and 112. Saying "Hey Siri 

108" on your iPhone will dial 911. If you 
happen to call please let the dispatcher 

know the call was accidental!)  

 

FreeFileConvert  
https://www.freefileconvert.com/ 
 (FreeFileConvert provides conversion of 

files into various formats, we support 8337 

different conversion combinations of audio, 

video, image, document, archive, presenta-

tion, ebook and font file types.)  

 

Aviary  

https://www.aviary.com/ 

(Edit photos on line.) 
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~Web Sites~ 

Note: Caddo-Bossier Windows User Group does not indorse any 
Web sites listed in this column, or elsewhere in this newsletter. 

February Door Prize Winners 

In February Bob Pierce won a Package of Multi Purpose Paper & J C Barnett won a Logi-

tec Wireless Mouse. Caddo-Bossier Windows User Group club members, in attendance and 

current with their dues, are eligible to win door prizes at the monthly meetings.  

                       Bob Pierce & J C Barnett 

       DID YOU KNOW? 

You can get your old Instagram pass-
word by trying to log in with your 
username then clicking forgot pass-
word to reset it. 
You will probably be able to recover 
some of your other forgotten pass-
words using this same technique. 
You may be asked to supply other in-
formation you used when setting up 
your password, such as a pets name or 
mothers maiden name. 
It will be sent to your email so make 

sure you used the right one. 

Home Automation and Security 

The President’s Pen by Don VanSyckel January 2018 issue, WSIWYG 
www.sterlingheightscomputerclub.org 

 I've been looking at home alarm systems 
and thermostats. I guess it's a sign of the 
times. Many of these have connectivity via 
your home Wi-Fi and some have built-in 
cellular connectivity. 
 Most offer remote control via a web site 
accessible from your PC or from a dedicated 
smart phone app. 
My neighbor tells me his garage door opener 
can be status checked and controlled re-
motely. 
 Then there are refrigerators that have 
cameras in them, so you can, supposedly, 
check out your supply of stuff while you're 
at the grocery store. Hopefully you never 
park a tall or big item in front of the camera. 
I've also seen advertised door locks that can 
be remotely monitored and controlled. 
 There are other home automation sys-
tems such X10 and Zwave products that 
offer most of the features on the individual 
products listed above, but in one integrated 
system. 
 The issue, or possibly more accurately 
my reservations about these systems, is that 

most are not controlled or accessed by you 
directly. Most only 'talk' to the manufac-
turer's web site and you 'talk' to the same 
web site. You get the illusion that you're 
communicating directly but you're not. So, 
what. Well, companies come, and compa-
nies go, so what happens if the manufacturer 
of one or more of your products goes out of 
business? What happens to the web site that 
you're dependent on? Possibly another com-
pany will take it over, but I would bet that in 
this case a fee would be involved. Can any-
one spell “Edsel” or “Hudson?” Another 
'feature' of most of the new systems is 
they're totally dependent on batteries. 
Granted some system / battery combinations 
can run several years before requiring a bat-
tery replacement. They still need replacing. 
 Members were asked to keep some of 
these issues in mind for their January pre-
senter, Mr. Derek Bricknell from Best Buy 
in Madison Heights, who presented "Home 
Security and Automation." It should be an 
interesting presentation. 


