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April Meeting meeting 
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We hope you will be able to 

make the May11 Caddo-Bossier 

Windows User Group meeting.  

Our meetings are conducted by 

Bernie Conradi. His goal is to 

keep people informed and up to 

date on all aspects of the Win-

dows operating system, as well as 

the latest updates & new free-

ware. He always has an interest-

ing program prepared for the eve-

ning. There will be a question 

and answer session and time set 

aside to try to help anyone who is 

having any computer problems 

before presenting the program. 

He will have tip sheets that will 

be passed out to everyone at the 

meeting. All members present, 

whose dues are current, are eligi-

ble to enter the drawing for a 

door prize.  Everyone is wel-

come, bring a friend. Visitors are 

always welcome. 
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THE WINDOW 
 

Published by  
Caddo-Bossier Windows User Group 

Member of APCUG 
 

Newsletter Editor 
Glenda Conradi  (glenda@conradi.com) 
 
           Posts Newsletter To Web 
Jay Graff            (jay@jayGraff.com) 
 
Submit articles for newsletter, in RTF or 
Word file (doc) format, by last day of 
month to glenda@conradi.com. 
 
The opinions expressed in the articles in 
this newsletter are not necessarily those 
of the editors or publisher. Mention of 
products by their trade name does not in 
any way constitute endorsement by the 
editor, publisher or organization. 
 
The Caddo-Bossier Windows  User 
Group a tax exempt, 501c4 non-profit 
club established February 13, 1997 
 
Membership Dues. 
Full: $12.00 a year (Prorated monthly) 
Spouse: $6.00 a year 
Student: $6.00 a year.  
 
Annual Board Meetings in November 
Elections in December 
Membership Renewals Due in January 

Podnuh’s Bar-B-Q 1146 Shreve-
port-Barksdale Hwy for letting our 
group hold our monthly meetings in a 
private dining room in  their restau-
rant. 
 
BancorpSouth for providing us with 
a checking account at no charge. 

C-B WUG’s Web Address 

www.cbwug.com 

~Thank You~ 
   We want to express our gratitude to:  

Club Officers 
President            Bernie Conradi  
 (Bernie@conradi.com) 
 
Vice-President      Fred Kocher 
              (fred3861p@att.net) 
 
Secretary               Glenda Conradi 
 (glenda@conradi.com) 
 
Treasurer                J C Barnett 
(jcbarnett875@suddenlink.net) 

   
 

Board Member at Large 
Bob Franklin (fxef@comcast.net) 

Caddo-Bossier Windows Users Group April Meeting  

President’s Page 

Spare Your Eyes With These Mouse Pointer Settings 

~A QUICK TIP~ 

Playing “find the mouse pointer” is no fun 
for anyone with less than 20/20 vision, 
especially on the latest superhigh- 
resolution laptops. Luckily, there are solu-
tions built into every modern version of 
Windows. You’ll find the 
necessary settings in the classic Control 
Panel, under Mouse Options: 
1. On the Pointers tab, choose one of the 
Large or Extra Large schemes to make the 
pointer bigger. 
The Windows Black (large) option is the 

one I prefer. 
2. On the Pointer Options tab, select the 
Display Pointer Trails check box to make 
the pointer easier 
to see as it moves. 
3. At the bottom of that same tab, select 
the Show Location Of Pointer When I 
Press The CTRL 
Key option. 
4. Click OK to save your changes and 

close the dialog box.  

 After the usual business of the evening covering the updating of your computer 

and antivirus programs, financial report, and announcements the meeting was open 

to questions.  There were questions about what to buy if you are looking for a new 

computer.  I suggested that you do not economize on memory or hard drive space.  I 

also recommended a solid state hard drive, as this will help your computer boot 

faster and shutdown quicker.  Then it is just about how much money you want to 

spend and what your needs are by what you are using the computer for.  Then the 

meeting was dedicated to upgrading your computer to the Creator Update which was 

released on April 11, 2017.  I demonstrated some of the new features that I have seen 

on the new update.  We showed the new Windows Defender function, the Paint 3D 

and talked about other new functions just released.  We also announced the demise 

of Windows Vista on April 11.  Microsoft ceased supporting Vista on that date.  I 

then explained numerous ways that are necessary to keep your computer safe, like 

keeping both Windows and your antivirus programs updated. I also talked about 

staying safe when using public WIFI.  Remember, turn off sharing on your computer 

and do not do your banking and things of that nature on public WIFI.  You could use 

VPN (Virtual Private Network) but even then it is better not to do you banking on 

public networks.                                                                                                        

Our door prize winners for this month was a family affair, Bob Franklin selecting a 

16 gig flash drive and Carolyn Franklin selecting the pack of DVDs.  Congratula-

tions to our winners.   

The next meeting will be May 11, 2017.  Look forward to seeing you then.   

I would like to ask you if anyone has something you would like to hear about, just 

send me an email and I will try to research the item so I can present it at a later meet-

ing.  I am open to suggestions about Windows for future meeting. 

Bernie Conradi, President Caddo-Bossier Windows Users Group.        
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Note Keeping Software 

 Now that it’s 2017, has the time finally come to join 

the digital revolution and begin using one of the many 

note taking apps that are available?  Pocket calendars, 

spiral notebooks and sticky notes have had their day, but 

living in a paperless world does sound appealing! After 

all, the back of a napkin isn’t really the best place to be 

scribbling down that million-dollar idea of yours. Who 

better to explore this type of software than Sean Hender-

son, a busy father of four?  Sean is a long-time DACS 

member and a past presenter, and at the March 7th 

DACS general meeting he showed us how he uses Ever-

note, OneNote and a few other services to stay organ-

ized.  

 Sean started with Evernote, which has been around 

since 2008 and will give you the ability to store format-

ted text, webpages, photographs, voice memos, and even 

handwritten notes. Evernote is an exceptional tool for 

keeping long-term information and it can also work as a 

possible camera replacement. The software provides a 

lot of precision and flexibility for clipping the data you 

need from web pages and saving them directly as notes. 

Sean uses Evernote to move photos and other content 

from his phone to his computer. He explained that one of 

the strengths of Evernote is that it works consistently and 

has excellent grouping and tagging capabilities. The tags 

give you the ability to traverse sideways instead of just 

up and down, as one does with file folders. Evernote is 

also one of the more robust note-taking products avail-

able, so with that comes a steeper learning curve. Sean 

recommended watching one of the many tutorials avail-

able, at https://help.evernote.com, as a way to become 

familiar with it. 

 Our speaker felt that Evernote wasn’t the best tool to 

use when working with grids and tables. He also told us 

that one of the disadvantages to Evernote is that the pric-

ing and features change over time. The basic version of 

Evernote is free, gives you the ability to store 60 MB of 

new uploads each month, and allows you to sync your 

data across two devices. Evernote Plus is $34.99 a year, 

lets you upload 1 GB of new data each month, and al-

lows you to sync your data across all of your devices. 

Evernote Premium is $69.99 a year but provides you 

with the ability to upload 10 GB of new data each month 

and will also sync across all your devices. 

 Microsoft’s digital notebook solution is OneNote, 

which was introduced as a part of the Microsoft Office 

2003 suite. It works best on a Windows computer or de-

vice, but there are apps available for the Mac, iOS and An-

droid devices. OneNote does offer more features in the 

Windows app along with integration with the other Micro-

soft Office products. Sean told us that there is an online 

version of OneNote with extensions available for all the 

popular browsers. You can start off by creating a note on 

your laptop and later updating that same note on your 

phone. You can type, write, and even draw your ideas with 

the feel of pen to paper. OneNote also makes it easy to col-

laborate on a project in real time with other people. 

 Sean pointed out that if you have Send To One Note 

running in your Task Bar, you can use this option to 

quickly save your notes in one step. You used to need to 

buy the Microsoft Office suite to get the full version, but 

now it’s available completely free, provided you store your 

notebooks in the OneDrive cloud, which means you must 

have an internet connection. The paid-for version of One-

Note gives you the ability to work offline. 

 If you need a simpler, more streamlined way to track 

some shorter-term information, then Google Keep might 

be the answer. Sean told us that he and his wife share their 

grocery lists in Google Keep. He did a quick demo for us 

by creating a short grocery list and then giving access to 

the list to someone in the audience, who updated the list 

and we saw the live changes show up on Sean’s grocery 

list. You can also use Google Keep to snap a quick photo 

and save it as a note. It shouldn’t surprise anyone that 

Google Keep’s search capability is consistent and high 

quality, working well in both its desktop and mobile apps. 

 Sean told us about some other ideas for organizing in-

formation, such as using your computer’s operating sys-

tem, since this is suited for the task by design. You can 

also use your email program, which might make sense if it 

is the home of the bulk of the data you care about. Sean 

suggested using wikis as another way to quickly create and 

link pages since they are collaborative by nature, which 

makes them great for working with other people. 

 If you aren’t using any of these apps already, it just 

might be time to put that old Moleskine notebook away 

and jump on the digital note taking bandwagon once and 

for all. Won’t it feel good to be able to finally throw away 

all those business cards, receipts, and other scraps of paper 

cluttering up your house? Thanks to Sean for introducing 

us to so many different tools to help us tackle our next pro-

ject, plan an exciting trip, and maybe even begin to write 

that book we’ve been thinking about.  

By Lisa Leifels, DACS Member 
Presented by Sean Henderson, Microsoft Certified Professional and DACS Member 

www.dacs.org 
dacseditor (at) dacs.org  
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~Web Sites~ 

Note: Caddo-Bossier Windows User Group does not indorse any 
Web sites listed in this column, or elsewhere in this newsletter. 

 Choosing the Right Computer 

April Door Prize Winners 

At the April meeting Bob Franklin won a 16 GB flash drive and Carolyn Franklin 

won a package of DVDs. Caddo-Bossier Windows User Group club members, in 

attendance and current with their dues, are eligible to win door prizes at the 

monthly meetings.  

                       Bob Franklin & Carolyn Franklin 

 Choosing a computer can be a daunting task, especially with the large range available in 
the modern market. In this article I will try to narrow down your choices, making it easier to 
find a product that will best suit your needs. 
 The computer’s specifications are key when buying a computer, particularly when you 
want to get the best performance for your money. 
 One of the main parts of a computer is RAM, it helps with multitasking and ease of use. If 
you’re looking for a computer that you will only use for the most basic purposes-such as 
browsing the internet or typing documents-then you could probably make do with only 4gbs or 
RAM, two if you’re lucky. However if you want to use your computer for anything more than 
that,-Image editing, gaming or video development- you’ll probably need at least 8gbs, if not 
more. 
 If performance is what you’re looking for, costs are going to increase dramatically, to the 
point where you may start paying $1500+ for a computer. There are also many more things 
you must look for when trying to buy, lest your precious money be spent on what is effectively 

an overpriced brick. Firstly, a graphics card is integral to high performance computers, they 
allow you to edit high quality images or render demanding games, as well as being a huge help 
when using two monitors; go for something with 2gbs+ memory. 
 A processor is the brain of the computer, and is the most important (and thus complicated) 
part. Explaining how to choose one based on your inspection alone would take hours, so I rec-
ommend simply searching the processor you are looking at on Google and see what other peo-
ple think of it. 
Reviews: These are particularly handy if you don’t want to spend much time obsessing over 
the technical side of your computer. Simply type the computer’s name followed by the word 
“review” into Google and dozens of in-depth reviews of the computer will be right at your 
fingertips. 
 I cannot overstate the importance of reading reviews of a computer before you buy it, 
something can look great on paper, but break easily in use. 
 Research is the key to finding the best computer for your needs. 

Random Password Generator  
http://www.iobit.com/en/
passwordgenerator.php 
(It's quite dangerous to generate simple 
passwords, like birth date, which would be 

easily cracked. Random Password Genera-

tor can generate highly secure random 

passwords under a more secure environ-

ment for either important data storage or 

privacy protection.) 

Stickies 5.0a 

http://www.zhornsoftware.co.uk/stickies/ 

(Sticky notes is a free program that lets you 

take notes you can see when you turn on 

your computer) 
 

PublicRadioFan.com  

http://www.publicradiofan.com/ 
(PublicRadioFan.com features schedule 
listings for thousands of public radio sta-

tions and programs around the world. Fol-

low the audio links to hear your favorite 

programs and discover new ones) 

 

Ars Technica 

https://arstechnica.com/ 

(The PC Enthusiast’s resource offering 

news, articles, reviews, buying guides and 

regularly running columns) 

 

Quote-O-Matic 

http://www.sbrowning.com/quotes/ 

(A site where you can go to get quotes on 

just about any subject you can think of. A 

long list of subjects is provided for you to 

choose from. When you click on one a page 

full of quotes on that subject pop up. You 

may also choose by the name of the person 

who made the quote) 

       DID YOU KNOW? 

You can get rid of tiles in the start 

menu by opening the Windows 10 

start menu and right clicking on a tile 

you want to remove. That tile will be 

removed.  

There’s a bit of work involved in re-

moving all of the tiles. You will need 

to repeat the procedure for every tile 

in the Start Menu that you want to 

remove.  

By Melanie Birnbom, Webmaster, Century Village Computer Club, FL September 2015 mid-month newsletter 

issue  http://cvccpp.tripod.com/  mbirnbom@hotmail.com 


