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  Windows 10 has generated a 
lot of interest by our  club mem-
bers, and many others, it seems. A 
lot of people have taken advantage 
of the free update offered by Mi-
crosoft and are now using Win-
dows 10 on their computer. Since 
it is a new operating system, and  
there are always some changes 
made with each new version, there 
may be a challenge when we start 
trying to  learn what the changes 
are and we are anxious to discover 

what great new features have been 
included. 
  Bernie would like to use this 
meeting to gather some input from 
those attending on their experience 
with Window 10. What they like, 
or don’t like, and if they have ex-
perienced any problems with the 
upgrade. He will have tips and 
suggestions that may be helpful 
and will welcome questions about 
other versions of Windows. 
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Glenda Conradi  (glenda@conradi.com) 
 
           Posts Newsletter To Web 
Jay Graff            (jay@jayGraff.com) 
 
Submit articles for newsletter, in RTF or 
Word file (doc) format, by last day of 
month to glenda@conradi.com. 
 
The opinions expressed in the articles in 
this newsletter are not necessarily those 
of the editors or publisher. Mention of 
products by their trade name does not in 
any way constitute endorsement by the 
editor, publisher or organization. 
 
The Caddo-Bossier Windows  User 
Group a tax exempt, 501c4 non-profit 
club established February 13, 1997 
 
Membership Dues. 
Full: $12.00 a year (Prorated monthly) 
Spouse: $6.00 a year 
Student: $6.00 a year.  
 
Annual Board Meetings in November 
Elections in December 
Membership Renewals Due in January 

Podnuh’s Bar-B-Q 1146 Shreve-
port-Barksdale Hwy for letting our 
group hold  in a 
private dining room in  their restau-
rant. 
 
BancorpSouth for providing us with 
a checking account at no charge. 

C-B WUG’s Web Address 

www.cbwug.com 

~Thank You~ 
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Board Member at Large 
Bob Franklin (fxef@comcast.net) 

Caddo-Bossier Windows Users Group September Meeting  

President’s Page 

We had two visitor this evening, they were Margaret & Bobby Clark.  
They learned about us from the GEMCOM group.  We are glad to have 
visitors any time.  The meeting started with the usual announcements 
about the door prizes and reminders to keep your antivirus and Win-
dows operating systems up to date.  Bob Pierce commented about the 
proposal to terminate the NWLAPC User Group.  He asked all that re-
ceived his message to respond with their comments on the matter.   
 We had several questions and comments on the upgrade to Win-
dows 10. Several people shared their experiences in upgrading to Win-
dows 10. This is the way that we all learn from each other.  As a result 
the meeting was about Windows 10.  I gave a demonstration of Corta-
na, which is a new feature in Windows 10. I demonstrated how you can 
talk to Cortana and open a program in Windows 10. We also asked for 
the current weather and Cortana provided the weather from the Inter-
net.  I then read an article from the Internet about the top five new fea-
tures of Windows 10.  We then saw how we can change the power set-
tings to safely shut down Windows with less clicks of the mouse. Last-
ly, I covered some ways to keep your computer from getting hacked.  
The basics are to not open any attachment that you are not familiar 
with; do not click on links in an email, if you do not know from where 
it came; and do not download something from an unfamiliar web site.  I 
showed how you can hover over the link in an email to double check 
who it actually from and where the link is taking you to on the web.   
 Our door prize winners for this month were Carol White selecting a 
16 Gig thumb drive and Bob Franklin selecting a colorful package of 
Astrobrights bond paper.  Congratulations to our winners.   
See you on October 8, 2015 for our next meeting.   
 
Bernie Conradi, President Caddo-Bossier Windows Users Group.         

Show Folders and Libraries 

~A QUICK TIP~ 

The default Windows 8 Explorer view 
doesn't show all the usual drives and 
folders - Control Panel, Recycle Bin 
and so on - in the left-hand navigation 
pane. Windows 8.1 may hide the librar-
ies, too. This certainly keeps the dis-

play simple, and if you want to list all 
your drives then you can just click Com-
puter, but if you prefer to see everything 
upfront then it only takes a moment. 
Click View > Options, check 'Show all 
folders' and 'Show libraries', and click 
OK. 
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To SSD or Not to SSD? – That is the question.     

 

 Whether ‘tis Nobler in the mind to suffer the Slings and 
Arrows and stay with Hard Drives, Or to take arms against a 
sea of troubles and Convert to a Newer Technology (Solid 
State Drives). Well, maybe that’s not quite what Shakespeare 
had in mind, but it does bring up the question. Should we 
begin to move to Solid State Drives in our computing devic-
es? (Are we starting to see a replacement for the traditional 
mechanical Hard Drive?) Mechanical Hard Drives have been 
around since the beginning of Personal Computers. The IBM 
PC XT in 1983 included an internal 10MB (yes, that’s Mega-
byte) hard disk drive.  Anyone remember the name 
“Winchester Drive”? The term Winchester actually comes 
from an early type of disk drive developed by IBM that had 
30MB of fixed storage and 30MB of removable storage, so 
the inventors labeled it a Winchester disk, after the Winches-
ter 30/30 rifle, but I digress.   
 The question is shall we upgrade to SSDs? And I think 
the answer is “yes”, where it makes sense. So, let’s look at 
where it might make sense. Consider that our computing 
devices fall into the following categories; desktops, laptops, 
tablets, and smartphones.    Right off the bat, tablets and 
smartphones only come with solid state memory, so there is 
no decision to be made there. So that leaves desktops and 
laptops for our consideration. Though the number of desk-
tops and laptops are expected to drop over the next few 
years, many of us will have at least a laptop for the foreseea-
ble future. (A forecast made by International Data Corpora-
tion, a provider of market intelligence for information tech-
nology markets, indicates that around 85% of the Worldwide 
Connected devices by 2017 will be Smartphones and Tablets. 
For the other 15%, Laptops will outnumber Desktops by 
about 2 to 1.  ) 
 So, let’s look at why we might want to upgrade to an 
SSD in the first place. An SSD is a replacement for a tradi-
tional, mechanical disk drive. An SSD is a mass data storage 
device that uses solid-state memory to store non-volatile data 
for future access, in the same manner as a traditional hard 
disk drive. Traditional hard drives are electromechanical 
devices that employ spinning disks coated with magnetic 
material, and moveable read/write heads which “fly” over the 
disk at a height of less than 1 millionth of an inch. (A human 
hair is approximately 2,000 millionths of an inch.) In con-
trast, SSDs use microchips which retain data in non-volatile 
memory chips and contain no moving parts. SSDs allow for 
easy replacement because they are manufactured in the same 
physical form factor, and use the same electronic interface, 
as traditional hard drives. SSDs are typically more reliable, 
they are less susceptible to physical shock, and with no mov-
ing parts they are silent. But it is the fact that SSDs store and 
retrieve data faster than traditional hard drives that make 
them a desirable upgrade. On the down side, SSDs are more 
expensive and typically support a limited number of writes 
over the life of the device, which is probably only a consider-
ation for a super power user.   
 So, let’s consider the question of upgrading a laptop or a 
desktop. Two common reasons for upgrading either of these 
might be lower cost or some type of improved performance. 

Today, for larger SSDs, lower cost is not in the cards. In fact, 
currently, large SSDs (say 1TB) are about four to five times as 
expensive as the equivalent hard drive. A large 1TB traditional 
hard drive would currently be about $75 and a 1TB SSD would 
be about $400. However, for smaller drives (say 100GB) the 
cost difference is much less. A small SSD might cost only 
around $50 but here a comparison is difficult because traditional 
hard drives only start at around 500GB. So on the low end, the 
SSD begins to be cost competitive. (Keep this in mind when we 
look at the desktop upgrade.) 
 So with cost not an advantage, then the reason would have 
to be improved performance, and in fact this is where the SSD 
really shines. A PC with an SSD will boot in tens of seconds, 
definitely less than a minute. The same PC with a hard drive 
will take much more time to boot and will be slower during typ-
ical use. So, the PC with an SSD will boot faster, launch appli-
cations faster and will generally exhibit faster overall perfor-
mance. A minor side benefit with the SSD is that there is no 
need for de-fragmentation; because of the way the data is stored, 
the effects of fragmentation are negligible. (In fact you should 
never defragment an SSD because the defragment activity will 
lower the number of writes available.) 
 Now that we know that the main benefit of an SSD will be 
increased speed, and to a lesser degree increased reliability 
(remember no moving parts), what else should we consider. 
First, let’s look at a laptop upgrade. Most laptops have space for 
only one drive, so we should probably put in a drive large 
enough for the laptop’s intended uses.    With only one drive, 
the Operating System and Applications and Data all have to 
share that one drive. The OS and Applications could take 80 to 
100 GB, so a 256 GB drive might be the smallest to consider. 
Currently, 256GB drives can be had for somewhere in the $100 
to $150 range. For someone with large music, picture, and/or 
video collections, a drive closer to 1 TB may be in order. Cur-
rently, 1TB drives can be had for somewhere in the $350 to 
$550 range. It is always good to have more space, but with the 
price premium of SSDs it may pay to buy only what you think 
you will need. 512 GB may be enough for most users. Current-
ly, 512 GB drives can be had for somewhere in the $250 range. 
If this cost is no problem, then the laptop upgrade probably 
makes sense.   
 Finally let’s consider a desktop upgrade. (I bet the audience 
for this upgrade is a whole lot smaller than for the laptop, but let 
us press on.) The nice thing about the desktop is that there is 
usually space for multiple drives. Two, three, or four spaces are 
not unusual. In this arrangement, the C: drive can be separated 
from the other drives.    This allows the C: drive to be only as 
big as needed for the OS and Applications (data can go on the 
other drives). Maybe 120 GB is all that is needed, so this up-
grade may be less than $100. The other drives can still be tradi-
tional hard drives. With this mix of SSD and mechanical drives, 
the boot speed and the general operation will definitely be im-
proved. (Although some data intensive operations where the 
mechanical drives are being used a lot may not show as much of 
a speed improvement.) This is a really inexpensive upgrade and 
it affords a lot of bang for the buck, so it, too, probably makes 
sense. 

By Phil Sorrentino, Member of The Computer Club, Florida  June 2015 http://scccomputerclub.org Philsorr.wordpress.com -philsorr (at) yahoo.com 
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Microsoft Safety Scanner 

http://www.microsoft.com/security/
scanner/en-us/default.aspx 
(Microsoft Safety Scanner is a free down-

loadable security tool that provides on-

demand scanning and helps remove vi-

ruses, spyware, and other malicious soft-

ware. It works with your existing antivi-

rus software. Note: The Microsoft Safety 

Scanner expires 10 days after being 

downloaded. To rerun a scan with the 

latest anti-malware definitions, download 

and run the Microsoft Safety Scanner 

again.) 

 

HouseCall 

http://housecall.trendmicro.com/ 
( Think your PC is infected? HouseCall 

can quickly identify and fix a wide 

range of threats including viruses, 

worms, Trojans, and spyware.) 

Kaspersky 
http://www.kaspersky.com/free-virus-
scan 
(Kaspersky security scan for your PC. 

Free to download, use and to update. 

Quick scan for viruses and malware. Full 

report on all threats found on yout PC 

Louisiana Secretary of State 
http://www.sos.la.gov/Pages/default. 
Aspx 
(All sorts of Louisiana information in-

cluding how, where & when to vote. 

Sample ballot, upcoming elections, 

news and events and more.) 

~Web Sites~ 
Note: Caddo-Bossier Windows User Group does not indorse any 
Web sites listed in this column, or elsewhere in this newsletter. 

     Some Windows Tips 

Press Win + X To Monitor Your Laptop 
There’s a great shortcut for those of you 
with Windows 7 and Vista laptops. Press 
the Windows Key + X and you’ll get a 
dashboard that lets you monitor and con-
trol key functions on your laptop. 

Create a new folder shortcut 
When you need to create a new folder in 
Windows 7 Explorer, don't reach for the 
mouse. Just press Ctrl+Shift+N to create 
the folder in the active Explorer window, 
then type its name as usual. 

Uninstall easily 
If you want to hide an unused app for now, 
select 'Unpin from Start'. The tile will dis-
appear, but if you change your mind then 
you can always add it again later. (Search 
for the app, right-click it, select 'Pin to 
Start'.) And, if you're sure you'll never 
want to use an app again, choose 'Uninstall' 
will remove it entirely. 

Print as PDF 
Windows 10 finally includes a native 
“Print to PDF” option, eliminating the need 
to rely on third-party tools. Both Windows 
apps and traditional desktop programs of-
fer print to PDF as part of their standard 
printing options now, though it’s labeled 
“Microsoft Print to PDF” in the dialog box 
for desktop software. 

       DID YOU KNOW? 

Windows 10 System Disk 
“Can one obtain a disk with Windows 10? 

How else can one fix a faulty operating 

system?” You’ll be able to burn a system 
disk to have ready in case you need it. In 
fact, that is one of the first things I’d sug-
gest you do after upgrading to Windows 
10. Just type backup and recovery in the 
search box and click on the results. You’ll 
find a wizard to help you make a system 
disc. 

Battery Icon On Desktop Windows 10 
Although a battery icon may seem strange 
on a desktop, it is used when a UPS is 
attached with its USB lead connected.  For 
example, Windows 7 on my desktop PC 
shows a battery indicator with a status of 
"100% available (plugged in, charging)" 
and indeed it counts down during a power 
outage, just like Windows on a laptop 
with the power lead disconnected. 

Resize the Entire Menu 
If the Start menu is too large for your lik-
ing, you can resize the entire thing.  As 
you would with a window, move the 
mouse to the edge of the Start menu and 
left-click.  You can now hold to drag and 

resize the Start menu to the size you like. 

At the September meeting Carole White won a 16 GB Jump Drive and Bob 
Franklin won a package of Astrobrights bond Paper. 
All Caddo-Bossier Windows User Group club members, in attendance and 
current with their dues, are eligible to win door prizes at the monthly meetings.  

                    Carole White and Bob Franklin 

Windows 10 finally includes a 

native “Print to PDF” option, 

eliminating the need to rely on 

third-party tools. Both Windows 

apps and traditional desktop 

programs offer print to PDF as 

part of their standard printing 

options now, though it’s labeled 

“Microsoft Print to PDF” in the 

dialog box for desktop software.  

 

 

Door Prize Winners For The September 2015 Meeting 


