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1146 Shreveport-Barksdale Hwy
Shreveport, Louisiana
Meetings 2nd Thursday of each month

7 p.m.
MARK YOUR CALENDAR

Apr

Bernie Conradi

August Meeting

In August the meeting started
with quite a few questions and suggestions from the members. Bernie
showed a couple of Kim Komando
videos. The first one gave information about the new 4th generation IPad

and the other gave tips on Digital
Spring Cleaning for your computer.
He also showed how to associate a file
with a program so when you double
click a file it will load the program
you want to use it in.

September Program
Bernie Conradi will be conducting the September Program with
more information and tips on Windows 8 and Windows 7 and there

will be time for open discussion on
Windows problems and solutions.
We hope to see you at the meeting.
Visitors are welcome.

Thanks to Bernie Conradi for
conducting the meetings and
answering questions.
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~A QUICK TIP~

Use the Quick Access Menu
In Windows 8 you can rightclick in the bottom-left corner
of the desktop (or hold down
the Windows key and press X)
for a text-based menu that provides easy access to lots of
useful applets and features:

Device Manager, Control Panel,
Explorer, the Search dialog and
more. Download the Win+X
Menu Editor and you'll be able
to further customize the list with
programs of your own.

President’s Page

The Caddo-Bossier Windows User
Group is a tax exempt, non-profit club.
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Full: $12.00 a year
Spouse: $6.00 a year
Student: $6.00 a year.
C-B WUG’s Web Address
www.cbwug.com

Club Officers
President
Bernie Conradi
(bernie@conradi.com)
Vice-President Fred Kocher
(fred3861p@att.net)
Secretary
Glenda Conradi
(glenda@conradi.com)
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Charlie Byrd
(cbyrd22@suddenlink.net)
Board Member at Large
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~Thank You~
We want to express our gratitude to:
Podnuh’s Bar-B-Q 1146 Shreveport-Barksdale Hwy for letting our
group hold our monthly meetings in a
private dining room in their restaurant.
BancorpSouth for providing us with
a checking account at no charge.

Caddo-Bossier Windows Users Group August Meeting
After the usual announcements and Treasurer Report we started right
away with questions and answers. J C Barnett started the session with a
question about File Explorer in Windows 8 and how to put an item in the
Favorites section. It was suggested the he just drag the folder he want to
that section. Also, he was reminded that if you want to remove an item
from the Favorites section that you do not delete – you remove it. Carolyn Franklin suggested that you can also use the Recent Places section of
the File Explorer, as it contains the latest places that you have been to on
the computer. A question was asked about Google Earth and we showed
the latest version. There was just a recent update to this program. For
the program this evening we started showing a Kim Komando video on
the web about the new 4th generation IPad. We went to the internet again
to show another Kim Komando video on Digital Spring Cleaning for
your computer. This video recommends you update Windows and antivirus programs, clean your hard drive of programs you do not need, and
backup your files. We then had a power point showing how to associate
a file with a program so by double clicking on a file it will load the correct program to see the file. We then reminded all of the need to backup
some files like your bookmarks/favorites. We showed how to do this in
the web browsers. We also told about the recent update to Firefox Version 23 and Thunderbird Version 7.0.8 which were just released this past
week. The door prize winners for this month were Bob Franklin selecting a wireless mouse and Rick LaCour selecting the desktop USB fan
and light. Congratulations to our winners. Look forward to seeing you at
our next meeting on September 12, 2013.
Bernie Conradi, President Caddo-Bossier Windows Users Group.
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Voyager S3 Drive Dock (Review)
by
By George Harding, Treasurer, Tucson Computer Society, AZ
February 2013 issue, eJournal www.aztcs.org Georgehardingsbd (at)
earthlink.net
If you have a desktop computer
and have had to change or add a
new hard drive, you know what a
task that is. Getting to the insides
of the computer is the first challenge – mine is under the desk, so
I have to disconnect all the cables
and move the computer out where
I can work on it. Then you have to
fish around and remove the old
drive, mount and connect the new
one, and then put everything back
together.
The voyager S3 Drive Dock
saves you a lot of time and effort.
It requires a SATA drive, and attaches to your computer with USB
3.0. You insert your drive in the
dock, turn the dock on and you are
in business. It appears in Explorer
as just another drive and can be
used as any other drive. Using it to
back up the system is really convenient. Just start your backup
software, select the destination
and go. What could be easier?
Since the computer connection
is USB, you can swap drives in the
dock without having to turn the
computer off – just plug and play!
While the dock is useful for a
desktop, it’s even better for a laptop. To replace the hard drive in a
laptop means opening the base,
removing tiny screws, and then
installing the replacement. Again,
the dock is a breeze to use with a
laptop. You are simply adding a
hard drive instead of replacing
one.
The box comes with a brief
User Manual, the dock itself,
which has a slot for a 2.5” drive,

and a hinged flap for a 3 .5” drive,
a power cord and transformer and
a USB 3.0 cable that is backward
compatible with USB 2.0.
The dock itself has a power
button, which supplies power to
the SATA drive, an activity LED,
which also serves to show when
power is on, and a drive eject button. No drivers are required. This
is a handy solution to having an
additional hard drive easily accessible, with the ability to swap out
multiple drives for either your
desktop or your laptop.
About: Voyager S3 Drive Dock
Vendor: Newer Tech
www.newertech.com
Price: $35

Page 3
GETTING STARTED TIPS

Make Access Easier
In Windows 8 if there is an application you use on a regular basis you
can Pin it to the Start screen and it
will always available to open with
t h e c l i c k o f yo u r m o u s e .
Start by typing part of the name
of your application. To access Control Panel, for instance, type
'Control'. Right-click the 'Control
Panel' tile on the Apps Search
screen, and click 'Pin to Start'. If
you're using a touch screen, press
and hold the icon, then flick down
and select 'Pin to Start'.
Next press the Windows key,
scroll to the right and you will see
the Control Panel tile at the far end.
If you'd like it more easily accessible
drag and drop it over to the left
somewhere then click the tile to
open the desktop along with the
Control Panel window, and press the
Windows key to return you to the
Start screen when you're done.

Door Prize Winners for August 2013 Meeting

Rick LaCour & Bob Franklin
At the August meeting Bob Franklin won a wireless mouse and Rick
LaCour won a USB Desktop Fan & Light. All Caddo-Bossier Windows
User Group club current members, in attendance, are eligible to win door
prizes at the monthly meetings.
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Internet Alerts Can Keep You Informed
Sandy Berger, CompuKISS.com www.compukiss.com sandy (at) compukiss.com
How would you like to know every
time your name is mentioned on the
Web? Or when there is a breakthrough on a disease that you are following? Or when your favorite actor
is starting in a new movie? This is all
possible with automated Internet
alerts. Read this to see how it works.
Internet alerts are available by
many different Internet services. The
Weather channel at ww.weather.com
has free alerts that will give you daily
weather alerts as well as alerts for
allergens like pollen and also alerts
for severe weather. Other alerts will
keep you informed of the weather on
school days and give warnings for
snow and rain. You can apply several
customization options such as the
time of the alert and the severity that
triggers the alert. You can get alerts
sent by e-mail and/or text to a cell
phone. Many news stations also
have alerts regarding news, sports,
and weather. One of my local North
Carolina stations, WRAL
(www.wral.com) even has an app that
uses GPS to alert you to severe
weather no matter where you travel as
long as you have your cell phone
turned on. While most other alerts are
free, WRAL charges $8 a year for
their GPS-based alerts. Check your
local news stations for news alerts.
The granddaddy of all alerts,
Google Alerts, is a very useful one
that you should be aware of. This is
one of Google’s powerful tools that is
completely free. You can use Google
Alerts to keep track of anything on
the Web. Just surf over to http://
www.google.com/alertshttp://
www.google.com/alerts and enter a
search query. Then choose your options. You can control how often you
get alerts (as it happens, once a day or
once a week), the type of Web coverage that triggers an alert (news, blogs,
video, discussions, books, or all ofthese), and you can also choose only
the best results or all results. Enter
your e-mail address and your alerts
will start. You can change or remove
an alert at any time. Once you start

using Google Alerts, you will be surprised at the results.
Most people start with creating an
alert with their own name. My “Sandy
Berger” alert tells me when any news
article or blog mentions my name. Of
course, it also gives me results for the
other Sandy Berger. You know -- that
guy from the Clinton administration
who stuffed documents from the National Archives into his pants. Unless
you have a very unusual name, you
can expect to get news of others with
the same name. That’s not all bad. In
fact, it can be very interesting.
The Google Alerts can be wonderful if you are following the news about
a certain item. For instance, they are
wonderful if you are interested in following a certain disease, medical condition or treatment. You can use
Google Alerts to follow any current
event or any specific public figure,
actor, or personality.
If you are a transplant and want to
follow the news from your old hometown, this is a perfect way to do it. Just
enter the name of your old city and
state in the search terms. If you want
to be more specific, you can just enter
the zip code. This will give you results
directly from your old neighborhood.
When you set up a Google Alert,
you may want to limit the results to
just the best results and once a day. If
you let Google give you all the results
as they happen, I can assure you that
you will be inundated with email.
You are sure to find many different
ways to use Google Alerts. In fact, it is
good to play with the Alerts a little to
get to just want you want. Like any
Google search, you can enter as many
search terms as you like to narrow the
results. You can put names in quotes
to get exact matches.
Be creative with your alerts. You
can have Google search for coupons
for your favorite restaurant. You can
use it to follow a company whose
stock you may be interested in purchasing. You can use it to follow an
item that you want to purchase.
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~Web Sites~
Solitaire & Minesweeper In Windows 8
http://www.howtogeek.com/122145/whathappened-to-solitaire-and-minesweeper-inwindows-8/
(The desktop versions of Solitaire and
Minesweeper are gone in Windows 8, replaced with Xbox-integrated full-screen
versions. While the classic desktop versions
are missing in action, there’s a way to get
them back.)
Alternatives to Microsoft Office 365
http://www.techrepublic.com/blog/fiveapps/five-alternatives-to-microsoft-office365/
(Microsoft has released Office 365 an online office suite. For those that like the idea
of having , but don't want to have to pay the
cost of the Microsoft solution You can
choose from 5 alternatives available.)
Retrevo User Manuals
http://www.retrevo.com/samples/index.html
(Retrevo has more than 100,000 manuals
from more than 1,000 brands.
Click on a letter in the alphabet list on the
home page to see the full list of brands
starting with that letter.)
Where Cool Things Happen
http://www.wherecoolthingshappen.com/
top-posts/
(An interesting site where you can look at
all sorts of cool things. )
Open Culture-Free E-Books
http://www.openculture.com/free_ebooks
collection of free e-books, mostly classics,
to read on your iPad/iPhone, Kindle,
Nook or other devices. It includes great
works of fiction, non-fiction and poetry.)

DID YOU KNOW?
Windows 8 apps all have spell
check where relevant? It looks and
works much as it does in Microsoft
Office. If you make a mistake a
wavy red line will appear below the
offending word; tap or right-click
this to see suggested alternative
words, or add the word to your own
dictionary if you prefer.

